
ISGA Management Report for 2013 
 

 ISGA monitored national legislative issues such as the Farm Bill, Child Labor, E-Verify, Food 
Safety and informed members of pertinent information via the ISGA newsletter, website, or 
e-mail blasts to membership.   

 

 ISGA was at the forefront of the Labor debate this year in Congress.  Specialty crop 
members with labor interests participated in two separate trips to Washington, DC to meet 
with legislators and lobby for Immigration Reform.  Staff and ISGA members also 
participated in various Town Hall meetings on the issues. 

 

 Monitored state legislative issues such as minimum wage and ag overtime exemption laws 
and farm truck regulations.  Staff also assisted with promotion of the “Meet the Buyers” 
events which encourage relationships between farmers and restaurants, grocery stores, and 
wholesaler industries. 

 

 Participated in the farmers’ market promotion at the Illinois State Fair.  The Association sold 
sweet corn, peaches, cantaloupe, watermelon, apple cider slush, popcorn, and more!  The 
event is not only a fundraiser for the Association (netted $16,811) but also promotes the 
freshness and outstanding quality of Illinois produce. 

 

 Participated in the Illinois Products Expo by providing samples of apple cider and popcorn to 
consumers and promoting awareness of the specialty crop industry.   

 

 ISGA participated in the Illinois Ag Legislative Day in Springfield which provides an 
opportunity to network with ag leaders throughout the state and meet with legislators 
regarding any current legislation and industry concerns. 

 

 ISGA led a group of fruit and vegetable leaders to the U of I campus in June to meet with 
the Chancellor and several deans and department heads regarding our concern about the 
dwindling number of campus-based research positions.  Candid discussions from both 
parties convinced us that our concerns were heard, and we were made aware of constraints 
on their end as well.   

 

 ISGA leadership attended the Illinois Ag Legislative Roundtable discussions which includes 
several commodity organizations and agri-businesses representing Illinois agriculture.  The 
purpose of the meeting was to establish an “Agenda for Illinois Agriculture” which was 
agreed upon by all parties present.  Representatives from several of the organizations will 
spend time in Washington, D.C. lobbying for the agenda. 

 

 ISGA is a dues-paying member of the Illinois Council on Food and Ag Research (C-FAR).  
C-FAR recently underwent a reorganization and is now divided into four caucus groups:  
Corn, Soybeans, Livestock, and Specialty Crops-Wheat-Allied Industries.  ISGA leadership 
serves on both the Specialty Crops-Wheat-Allied Industries Caucus and the C-FAR board of 
directors. 

 

 Collaborated with University of Illinois Extension in hosting the annual conference and trade 
show.  ISGA has also joined forces with the agritourism and organic industries to provide 
sessions at this annual conference.  The conference has been renamed the Illinois Specialty 
Crops, Agritourism, and Organic Conference and Trade Show. 



 

 The first annual ISGA Award of Excellence was created this year and awarded to two very 
deserving individuals, William Shoemaker and William Whiteside.  Prior to Bill Shoemaker’s 
retirement from the U of I, he managed the St. Charles Research Center.  Bill Whiteside 
retired from U of I as well serving as county farm adviser in Kane and Cook Counties and 
regional food crop horticulturist in northern Illinois. 

 

 Applied for and received Specialty Crop Block Grants to assist with subsidizing the 
expenses of the 2014 & 2015 Illinois Specialty Crops, Agritourism, and Organic 
Conferences.  Grant amounts received were $28,500 and $30,000 respectively. 
 

 ISGA has access to a 30-minute monthly radio spot on RFD Illinois to discuss specialty crop 
issues.  Members are encouraged to participate and, at the same time, have an opportunity 
to promote their own businesses. 

 

 The Prairie Bounty of Illinois, is available on the ISGA web site as a user-friendly, 
searchable tool to locate producers of specialty crops, community farmers markets, and 
producers of agritourism businesses.   

 

 Information is provided on the website (www.specialtygrowers.org) which contains 
updated material about ISGA, affiliated association news, conference information, calendar 
of events, industry news and issues, and more. 

 

 Publishes a newsletter called the Illinois Specialty Grower News.  Each affiliated association 
has an opportunity to communicate with their members via the four pages allotted to each 
association.  Within the past year, we have developed a “Member Feature” segment which 
allows affiliated association’s farm businesses to be profiled.  

 

 ISGA has joined the electronic revolution and now has a FACEBOOK page.  Members and 
industry associates are invited and encouraged to “like” us in order to keep abreast of the 
latest happenings in the industry and to keep current on all ISGA-related events.  We can be 
found at www.facebook.com/ILSpecialty. 
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