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Board of Directors: 

 
Doug Scheider, President 
(IAA GRITs Representative) 

1730 W. Buckeye 
Freeport, IL 61032 

(815) 563-4190 
 

Kappy Koch, Vice President 
(Prairie Farms) 

21600 Towline Rd. 
Tremont, IL 61568 

(309) 267-3733 
 

Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms) 

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
(618) 395-1378 

 
Bill Deutsch, Secretary 

(Midwest) 
28934 Lukens Road 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

(815) 895-9430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don Berlage (Swiss Valley) 

5598 S. Pleasant Hill 
Elizabeth, IL 61028-9489 

(815) 858-2396 
 

Scott Bohnert 
(Stockton Cheese, Primary) 

112 179th St. N. 
East Moline, IL 61244 

(309) 781-4416 
 

Neil Timmerman  
(Stockton Cheese, Alternate) 

7138 Il Route 84 N 
Galena, IL 61036 

 
(815) 777-0379 

 
Dale Drendel (Foremost Farms) 

15 N. 057 Walker Rd 
Hampshire, IL 60140 

(815) 766-0326 
 

David Jarden (DFA) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill Rd 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
Scott Halpin (IAA Board ) 

8675 S. Halpin Rd. 
Gardner, IL 60424 

(815) 237-2872 
 

Don Mackinson (Prairie Farms) 
17427 E. 2125 N. Rd 

Pontiac, IL 61764 
(815) 842-2692 

 

Farm Bill Webinar – 
Dairy Focused  
Jim Fraley, IMPA Manager, will pro-
vide an in-depth look at the dairy 
provisions in the recently-passed 
Farm Bill.  This webinar will be 
available at no charge by simply 
registering at:  www.ilfb.org/
farmbill .  The webinar will be held 
on Thursday, April 17, at 8:00 p.m. 
(evening)  
 
 
IMPB Board Meeting Update 
 

The Board of Directors of the Illinois Milk Promotion Board 
(IMPB) met via conference call on Wednesday, March 26, 
2014.  The purpose of the call was to review and accept the 
IMPB’s audit for 2013.  The audit was completed by DBH and 
Associates.  The audit was reported as “clean,” which is the 
highest rating an auditor can provide.  More than $1.7 million 
in checkoff monies were administered by the IMPB. 
 
The Board also received information regarding the need to re-
district in this year of 2014.  According to the Illinois Milk Pro-
motion Act, each of the four IMPB districts must represent a  
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 IMPA Executive Summary of Quarterly 
Board Meeting 
 

A meeting of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Association was 
held on Monday, March 3, 2014, at the IAA Building, 
Bloomington, Illinois.  Several advisory members and 
guests were present and monitored the meeting.  Nine 
directors were present with one absent.   
 
 Advisory Member Reports:  MDA:  Marla Behrends 

provided an update of MDA activities that included 
messaging points for dairymen.  SLDDC:  Monica Ny-
man update IMPA on recent.  UIUC:  Dr. Phil Cardoso 
discussed his research and role in the IMPA Dairy Sum-
mit. 

 Becky Webb, IAA Treasurer’s, presented the financial 
reports to the IMPA Board as of January 31, 2014. 

 Nicole Moore, IMPA Administrative Assistant reviewed 
the preliminary financial statement from the 2014 IM-
PA-UIUC Dairy Summit.  The 
Board expressed its apprecia-
tion to the Illinois Soybean 
Association and the Illinois 
Corn Marketing Board for 
sponsoring the Summit this 
year.  The Board directed staff 
to work with these associations to present corn and 
soybean-specific presentations for next year.  This 
year’s presentations were digitally recorded and have 
been posted to the IMPA website.  Next year, each of 
the three producer presentations will be recorded so 
all of them can be posted, not just the one in Bloom-
ington.  In addition, PFD Board members offered to 
donate orange juice at each of the summits to help 
offset some of the costs for breaks and breakfast.  
Comments from sponsors and attendees were highly 
favorable. 

 The Board reviewed a thank you note from Dr. Robert 
Easter, University of Illinois president.  He thanked 
Doug Scheider and IMPA for his recent “Friend of Agri-
culture” award given by the Illinois Commodities Con-
ference.  The IMPA also reviewed an affidavit from 
Don Berlage that commented on the need for tempo-
rary manure stacks, especially in the summertime. 

 Jim Fraley reported on his recent trip to California.  
Approximately ten other states or regions were their 
attempting to attract California dairy farmers to their 
respective areas.  The South Dakota delegation had 
their state’s governor present to promoted dairy 
growth in their state. 

 Nicole Moore demonstrated the IMPA website which 
contained recorded presentations that were given at 
the Summits.  The Board asked that we thank the 
sponsors in some manner on our web-
site. 
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President’s Corner 
Doug Scheider 
IMPA President 
A few months ago I had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a disaster drill 
which was sponsored by Midwest 
Dairy Association.  The scenario pre-
sented was that an accidental nuclear 
release had occurred at a power 
plant.  Included among the 
100  attending were  producers, me-

dia consultants, representatives from USDA, EPA,  FDA, and 
MDA.  Two of the participants at my table had been in Japan 
to help with their nuclear disaster.  The experience was very 
enlightening to me as we discussed the various impacts to 
public safety and the dairy industry.  We also developed 
strategies for handling the situation at all levels.  The most 
important take home message was that we need to be pre-
pared for unexpected critical events in our business-
es.  Whether it is an underground video filmed on your (or 
another producer's) farm, a fire, a weather event, a farm inju-
ry or death, or a manure release,  we should be as prepared 
as possible.  If you are away from your dairy, would those 
working know what to do or whom to contact?  Midwest 
Dairy has a training module that can help producers prepare 
for and get through such an unfortunate situation.  We need 
to  remember that we can't buy insurance after the fire has 
started.     

 
(Cont. from page  1) 

nearly equal amount of milk, as possible.  The Central Order’s 
Milk Market Administrator has been contacted so milk pro-
duction data on a county-by-county basis can be obtained.  
This data will be used to attempt to come up with districts 
that all represent equal amounts of milk production. 
 
The IMPB will be meeting again on November 4 to discuss 
activity reports from the agencies to which it provides fund-
ing.  
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Kaskaskia Community College’s  
Winning Tradition 
 
Kaskaskia College placed first in the International Post-
Secondary Dairy Cattle Judging Contest held at World 
Dairy Expo. The winning team was anchored by first 
place overall high individual Jessica Telgmann. Other 
team members included Brett Woker, Dylan Reed, also 
finishing in the top 10, and Morgan Wendling.  
 
Fifteen Post-Secondary teams competed in the contest 
which included two portions: a conventional judging con-
test with evaluation and individual reasons, and a practi-
cal segment. The practical contest is a unique contest 
that includes essential on-farm skills with linear scoring, 
registered heifer evaluations and commercial heifer eval-
uations.   

Dairy Summit A Success!!! 

 

The fourth Dairy Summit proved to be an excellent mix of top-
ics, speakers, and exhibitors.  This year’s 
summit was the first year to incorporate 
the University of Illinois Extension as a 
full partner into this educational effort.  
Any proceeds from the summit go to 
support Dairy Extension programming 
within the College of ACES at the Univer-
sity of Illinois. 
 
For those of you who missed the Sum-
mit, or would like to review a session, 
each segment has been recorded and 
placed on the IMPA website.  Just go to 
www.Illinoismilk.org to see the videos. 
 
 
(Cont. from page  2.) 

 The board discussed possible farm locations for the sum-
mer’s Dairy Technology Tour.  Northern Illinois will be this 
year’s locale. 

 Lauren Lurkins, IFB’s Director of Natural and Environmen-
tal Resources provided an update on the new CAFO regula-
tions being developed by the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board.  She and Jim also provided an update on the Pe-
catonica River TMDL Load Reduction Strategy document.  
This will be discussed at a public meeting in mid-March.  
Both she and Jim will be present to pose questions to the 
IEPA regarding some assumptions made in this document. 

 The board voted to support SB 3157, which is a technical 
amendment put forth by Illinois Department of Public 
Health.  It is being submitted to make changes in Illinois 
law to bring them into alignment with the federal PMO. 

 The Illinois Department of Revenue is reconsidering the 
sales tax exemption on silage bags.  IMPA staff will contin-
ue to look into this issue and represent the dairy industry’s 
interests.  

 

Kaskaskia Team members are (right to left): Brett Woker, Morgan 
Wendling, Jessica Telgmann, and Dylan Reed.  The team is coached 
by Aaron Heinzman.  Jim Fraley (far left), IMPA Manager, presented 
each team member with a certificate from the Illinois Milk Producers’ 
Association. 

George Kasbergen pro-
vides a few tips on how 
to achieve “the next 10 
pounds.”  The producer 
panels are always one 
of the highlights of the 
Dairy Summit.  
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Which coverage level is best for my farm? 
As dairy producers gear up for the new Farm Bill, decisions will have to be made on how much margin should I 
protect for my farm.  In this chart, premiums really start to climb steeply after the $6.50 margin protection lev-
el.  This “sweet spot” may be the best value for your premium dollar when it comes to insuring risk on your farm. 
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