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Midwest Apple Improvement Association 

‘Making the best better’ 

 

 In the mid 1990’s, Ohio fruitgrower Mitch Lynd and Indiana fruitgrower and 

nurseryman Ed Fackler foresaw the current situation of cultivars developed elsewhere not being 

available to Midwestern growers.  It was also noted that varieties developed elsewhere were 

unlikely to suit the climate and challenges faced by growers in the Midwest.  They took the 

initiative, contacting people that might share their concern and the Midwest Apple Improvement 

Association was formed. 

 

 Presenting the organization at several Midwestern fruit grower’s meetings and 

through the fruit growing press, approximately 50 growers/breeders/enthusiasts answered the call 

to commit $100 per year for 10 years. In order to run the association on this shoestring it was 

decided that seedlings would be grown and evaluated on member’s farms. 

 

 In the spring of 1998, volunteers made the first crosses, with the breeding parents 

chosen for their cropping reliability, disease resistance, and flavor/quality attributes.  

 

 Breeding has continued each year since and well over 50,000 seedlings have been 

distributed to members to grow, fruit, and evaluate. 

 

 In 2007 seedlings began fruiting and the first selections were identified for 

propagation and further evaluation. Tastings are held at the membership’s annual winter meetings 

and formal consumer evaluations are conducted at the Fabulous Food Show, held each November 

at Cleveland Ohio.  At membership meetings members have been privileged to listen to a ‘who’s 

who’ of fruit breeders from around the world.   

  



 



 



 



The seedling that became EverCrisp first fruited and was recognized in 

2008 -  

 

It was observed in 2009 and then intensively studied in 2010 and 2011 -  

 

It was propagated in 2009 and topworked trees fruited in 2011 -  

 

The decision to fast-track the release was made in January 2012 on the 

basis of four years of crops, mainly on the seedling tree -  

 

The large majority of pictures, observations, and data are of and from the 

mother tree (ortet) -  

 

The 2012 crop was destroyed by the weather of March and April 2012 and 

with it the expectation of more second generation observations and data -  

 

3000 trees on several different rootstocks were planted spring 2013 at 

several different locations. MAIA looks to these plantings for quality 

second generation data. 

 

 

  



So, what is EverCrisp? 

>The first variety released by the Midwest Apple Improvement 

Association 

>Controlled cross of HoneyCrisp by Fuji made in 1998 

>An attractive 3” apple ripening app 2 weeks after GD 

>Very sweet, somewhat harder than HC, but with a similar ‘21st 

century crunch’ 

>Maintains quality for extended periods under adverse conditions - 

>annual bearing, self-regulating, non dropping, long harvest 

window, no bitter pit 

>weak to moderate growing tree with weak dominance, well 

spurred with branching occurring at right angles 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Hey! That all looks and sounds pretty good! Surely it must have some 

problems?  

>Does not have any of the scab resistance genes 

>Watercore will occur, is similar to Fuji 

>Susceptible to fireblight - nursery trees come with bloom -  

>Precocious cultivar, weak to moderate growing, naturally small tree 

(that’s a problem?) - there is a real danger of second year fruit and 

runted plantings - choose your rootstock with this in mind and be a 

horticulturalist 



 



 



 



 



 



 



So - another (yawn) apple variety - so what? 

HoneyCrisp has reset the bar and generated apple excitement but 

has production and storage problems - common traditional 

varieties do not measure up to HoneyCrisp -  

>Retail: 

>EverCrisp will enable an orchard to finish the harvest season on 

a high note, and provide ‘21st century crunch’ for as long as your 

market is open -  

>Reduces/eliminates the need to try to grow and store 

HoneyCrisp for late season and winter markets 

>Wholesale: 

>We have a name - an excellent name - and an apple worthy of it  

>”This just might be Walmart proof.” Danno Simmons, 1/12, after 

sampling an EverCrisp that had never been refrigerated, 11 weeks 

after harvest  

>Bill Dodd - 



 

Bill Dodd - Dodd’s Hillcrest Orchards - Amherst 

OH 

>Executive Director: Midwest Apple 

Improvement 

>President: Ohio Fruit Growers Marketing 

Association 

>Program Director: Ohio Apple Marketing 

Program 

>Executive Director: Premier Apple Cooperative 

(NY) 

>BoD: International Fruit Tree Association 

>Past Chairman: US Apple 

 

Starting about 2017, Bill will have the initial 

production of up to 100 acres of EverCrisp 

available for marketing - EverCrisp will have a 

shot at breaking into the wholesale market -  



 

‘Walmart proof’? 



 

Compact Fruit Tree, vol 29, 1996 - J. M. Lespinasse 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 

Maturity study summary, Dr Randy Beaudry, 2011 - GoldRush and EverCrisp 

Ten EverCrisp and ten GoldRush twice a week -  



 



So, I’m really excited, what’s the deal to get some trees? 

 

The deal: 

>Visit evercrispapple.com to review full contract and details - there are 

6 pages of legal boilerplate, here’s the money part: 

>Become a member of MAIA - $100 per year 

>Royalty per tree of $1 

>Logo and trademark fees of $.20 per year per tree years 4-10 

>Logo and trademark fees of $.30 per year per tree years 11-20 

Use of the EverCrisp™ tradename and logo is mandatory. Use of 

other names and marks in connection with apples from 

EverCrisp™ trees is expressly prohibited. 



Tree production for 2014 and 2015 is sold out with a waiting 

list 

MAIA/Wafler’s is taking orders for delivery spring 2016 

      >Rootstock availability is an issue 

      >Wafler’s Nursery is currently the only nursery with 

production capacity - six more member nurseries will be 

coming on line as quickly as possible 

      >Visit evercrispapple.com for complete information and 

contacts 

Where things stand: 



So - is that it? 

 

No - MAIA has approximately 150 advanced selection seedlings 

propagated and distributed to be evaluated. 

 

The organization has three large blocks of seedlings coming into fruiting 

which are being scoured for interesting material. 

 

Crosses were made in the spring of 2013 from which seeds will be 

germinated and grown out this year for future evaluation. 

 

The MAIA board will meet later this month and will discuss options for 

the release of more material. It is expected that not all material will be 

released using the EverCrisp model (logo and trademark fees). 

 

 

  



 


