
and value adding for success 

Diversity 

Cover Crops  



PrairiErth Farm 
 

Atlanta, Illinois 

Working to develop sustainable 

life systems on the farm. 
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Education and Internships 
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Business 

Organization 

 
Grains & Forages 

 

Meat & Eggs 

 

Fruits & Vegetables 

 

Resale dealerships 



DIVERSITY 
 

is the antidote to 
adversity 
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Leveraging cover crops  

 
to increase the level of agronomic sustainability, and  

 

to increase the economic sustainability of the farm 

 

( a 3-crop system) 
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✦   cover crops 

 

✦   nutrient management 

 

✦   drainage water management 
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✓   increase soil tilth and porosity 
✓   sequester nutrients 
✓   add nutrients 
✓   address erosion issues 
✓   increase organic matter 
✓   reduce weed pressure and 
✓   soil borne pathogens and diseases 
✓   compaction 

Cover Crops 
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Nutrient Management 
 

A formal (or informal) plan to manage 

and evaluate the health of the soil, 

including the amount, form, placement, 

retention, and timing of nutrients. 



22 = 43,560 (sq ft in an acre) divided by 2000 (lbs/ton) 
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 Drainage Water Management 



http://www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/news/releases/images/DWMillustration_rev-trans_sm.jpg
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Look for every way possible to get 

the most value from the money 

spent on cover crops 
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Profitability 

Leveraging cover crops for  



26 

Reduce purchased inputs 

wherever possible 
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Grazing as a second crop 
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Diversity and Value Adding 
 

The cover crop made it possible to keep the cows, 

and the cows made it possible to salvage the corn crop 



2012 
22 acre field 

 

 

 

   wheat - 40 bu/ac x $9.00                                        $360 

 

  15 stocker calves grazing 80 days gaining  

   3 lbs/day valued at $1.95/lb                                  $320 

 

   fertilizer - 120 units N x $.50/lb (NH3)                    $60 

 
                                                                                                                                             

                                        Total per acre             $740 
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Leverage the work load too 

 
It’s easier if the cows spread it 
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Chickens following cows in the summer 
 

It’s cheaper when the chickens spread it 
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Pigs following cows in the spring 
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Pigs make great compost  (cheaper)! 



35 

Diversity benefits conventional farming systems too 



Interconnectiveness 
 

If you can’t do just one thing . . . 
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why try ? 
 

Do lots of things 
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Tell your story 
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PrairiErth Farm 
Dave Bishop 

 

(217) 871-2164 

 

dave@prairierthfarm.com 


