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Editor’s Note:  In acknowledgement of the Illinois Wheat Association’s 20th anniversary this year, Bob 
Frank, who was one of the founding members of IWA, was asked to provide a summary of how the 
association got started.  The summer and fall newsletters will be a continuation of this article. 
 
Information relating to wheat production was getting little attention at Extension’s county agronomy 
meetings.  Wheat producers saw that the corn and soybean associations with their check-off programs 
where gaining results in research, education, and marketing.  This prompted Gary Cross, Ridgeway 
Seed Company to organize a meeting on March 2, 1994 at the Holiday Inn East in Springfield at which 
27 attended.  The purpose was to explore the possibility of forming a statewide wheat organization.  
One goal was to accomplish a check-off program to provide funds to promote research and marketing 
of wheat.  State Senator Babe Woodyard attended to express his support if a request for a check-off 
was presented to the state legislature. 
 
In August 1994, an “Illinois Wheat Industry Meeting” was set up with the help of the Extension Service 
and held at the Ramada Hotel at Mt. Vernon, Illinois.  The day-long program contained educational 
reports on wheat production and marketing much like our current Wheat Forums.  The last presentation 
on the program was a panel of producers discussing “Illinois Wheat Industry Needs.”  This was followed 
by an open discussion of “Where do we go from here?”  The consensus was that there was enough 
interest to form a statewide organization.  
 
On December 5, 1994, a meeting was held at the Roland Lewis Community Center, Mt. Vernon for the 
purpose of deciding how to organize the wheat association.  Records show that 44 attended.  The 
group discussed the objectives of the organization and the formation of a Board of Directors.  At first, 
the idea was that all board members should be producers.  Then they agreed that representatives of all 
aspects of the wheat industry must be included.  
 
An “Illinois Wheat Organization Planning Committee” met January 5, 1995 at Mt. Vernon and 
established an initial Board of Directors.  Board meetings were held January 26 and February 14.  A 
rough draft of a constitution and by-laws were developed.  It was decided that the board would be 
composed of 12 producers and 12 representatives of the other areas of the wheat industry.  Two 
positions each were established for the categories of Seed, Fertilizer, Pest Control, Equipment, 
Merchandising, and Processors.  
 
Later in the year, the organization was granted a classification of “Illinois Not-For-Profit Corporation” 
and an IRS tax exemption as a 501© (6) organization.  The association is not a “charitable 
organization” eligible for tax-free gifts or relief from sale tax because of possible involvement in political 
activities.  Something that is not in the constitution but became a tradition is that the president is always 
a producer.  
 
From my memory, some of the people involved in the early stages of the association’s formation, in 
addition to Gary Cross, were John Zeeb, Greenville producer (who became the first president); John 
Little, Tolono producer; Alan Morris, Mason producer; F. Leon Hunter, CIBA Crop Production; Richard 
Siemer, Siemer Milling Co.; and Grace Funk, Illinois Crop Association.  There were certainly other 
important leaders, but names are now lost. 
 
The next report will cover the early meetings of the association. 


