
 2017—2018 Board of Directors: 
 

Don Mackinson, President 
(Prairie Farms Dairy) 
17427 E. 2125 N. RD 

Pontiac, IL 61764 
(815) 674-2692 

 
Brent Pollard, Vice President  

(IAA SWAT Representative) 
3088 Centerville RD 
Rockford, IL 61102 

(815) 621-8087 
 

Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms Dairy)  

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
(618) 395-1378 

 
Bill Deutsch, Secretary 
(Midwest Dairymen’s Co.) 

28934 Lukens RD 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

(815) 895-9430 
 

Don Berlage 
(Prairie Farms Dairy) 
5598 S. Pleasant Hill 

Elizabeth, IL 61028-9489 
(815) 858-2396 

 
Mark Brase 

(Dairy Farmers of America) 
6110 Manix RD 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 
(618) 781-3198 

 
Scott Bohnert 

(Stockton Cheese) 
112 179th St. N. 

East Moline, IL 61244 
(309) 781-4416 

 
Kevin Geiger 

(Foremost Farms, USA) 
8407 270th Street N 

Port Byron, IL 61275-9210 
(309) 523-9067 

 
David Jarden 

(Dairy Farmers of America) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill RD 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
Kurtis Johnson 

(Dairy Farmers of America, Alternate) 
502 S. IL Route 127 
Greenville, IL 62246 

(618) 920-8533 
 

Kappy Koch 
(Prairie Farms Dairy) 
21600 Towline RD 
Tremont, IL 61568 

(309) 267-3733 
 

John Lawfer 
(IMidWest Dairymen’s Company) 

14847 E. Kent School RD 
Kent, IL 61044 
(815) 821-3050 

 
David Serven 
(IAA Board) 

166 Knox Road 150 E. 
St. Augustine, IL 61474 

(309) 337-3417 
 

Dennis Steffes 
(Brewster Cheese, Alternate) 

5127 E. Bethel RD 
Elizabeth, IL 61028 

(815) 897-3161 

Dale and Linda Drendel Awarded Dairy Industry Service Award 
 
Dale and Linda Drendel, Hampshire, are the 2017 winners of the Dairy Industry Service Award. 
 
Dale and Linda began their herd in 1974 with the Lindale prefix. Through the years, the 
Drendels have been involved in various dairy industry organizations including the IL 
Junior Holstein Association, IL Milk Producers Association, and Midwest Dairy Associa-
tion. 
 
As Holstein breeders and exhibi-
tors, Dale and Linda achieved suc-
cess across the nation. Lindale was 
recognized as premier breeder six 
times, premier exhibitor eleven 
times, premier herdsman five times 
and also held the top herd award for 
Kishwauke DHIA five times.  
 
Dale served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Illinois Milk Producers’ 
Association, and also held the posi-
tion of president of the board.  
 
The Illinois Milk Producers’ Asso-
ciation provides this award to those 
who have shown exemplary service 
and benefit to the state’s dairy in-
dustry in Illinois.   
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Don Mackinson, IMPA President, awards Linda and Dale Drendel 
with the 2017 IMPA Dairy Industry Service Award. 

2018 Regional Dairy Summit  
January 30 & 31  
February 1 

Three regional dairy meetings are scheduled 
for Illinois. Program topics include: feeding 
economically, current research in the dairy 
industry, and controlling milk value.   
 
Dairy Summits will be held at Highland 
Community College, Freeport, on January 
30, Asmark Institute, Bloomington, on Janu-
ary 31, and Kaskaskia College, Centralia, on 
February 1. Doors open at 9:30 a.m. for reg-
istration, with the program beginning at 
10:00 a.m.  
 
Speakers this year include: Mike Hutjens, 
UIUC Dairy Specialist; Dr. Phil Cardoso 
University of IL; dairy checkoff funding 
updates; and back again this year, producer 

panel discussing risks and rewards for bal-
ancing milk production on the farm. 
 
There is no pre-registration for this event. 
On-site registration fees will be $15.00 per 
person, and collected at the door.  Checks 
can be made out to:  Illinois Milk Producers’ 
Association 
 
This program is co-hosted by the IL Milk 
Producers’ Association and University of 
Illinois Extension.  
 
For more information on the Dairy Summits, 
contact the IL Milk Producers’ Association 
at 309.557.3343. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (0.60 – 0.62 Mcal NEL/lb DM) and high fiber that cows can 
consume free choice without greatly exceeding their daily 
energy requirements.  The principle is to feed cows a diet of 
sufficient fiber (bulk) content that cows will only meet their 
requirements consuming all the DM they can eat.  At the 
same time, it is critically important that the diet provides re-
quired amounts of metabolizable protein and all minerals and 
vitamins.  The biggest reason that the bulky diets may not be 
successful on farms is improper ration preparation that leads 
to sorting and refusal of straw.  Straw or other roughage add-
ed to control energy density must actually be consumed in the 
amounts desired.  If cows sort out the straw or other high bulk 
ingredient, then they will consume too much energy from the 
other ingredients and the results may be poor. 
 
6. Dairy Efficiency 

In general, efficiency is a measurable concept, quantitatively 
determined by the ratio of output to input.  For dairy cows, 
this concept means how much feed consumed by the cow 
(DMI) is converted into milk.  The three most common dairy 
efficiency metrics are:  lb of milk per lb of DMI; lb of fat-
corrected milk (FCM) per lb of DMI; and lb of energy-
corrected milk (ECM) per lb of DMI.  We believe that the 
last two, which indicate not just milk volume but also milk 
composition, are more appropriate.  A high number is not 
always the best.  For instance, high dairy efficiency (FCM/
DMI) for fresh cows could indicate excessive body adipose 
tissue mobilization represented in high milk fat and therefore 
high FCM.  Our recommendations are in Table 1.  Also, we 
have developed a dairy efficiency calculator video (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C1YKuVfuI8) and a tool 
(http://dairyfocus.illinois.edu/content/dairy-focus-toolbox) to 
make it easier to calculate the numbers for your farm. Check 
it out!   

 
7. Fecal Scores 

For quite few years now, Michigan researchers have devel-
oped a scoring system that is widely used to evaluate fresh 
manure.  Manure consistency is dependent on water and fiber 
content, type of feed, and passage rate.  A scale of 1 (manure 
is very liquid with the consistency of pea soup. Cows experi-
encing diarrhea would be in this category) to 5 (manure ap-
pears as firm fecal balls) are the extremes with a score 3 being 
optimal.  Manure scores 1 and 5 are not desirable and may 
reflect a health problem besides dietary limitations.  As cows 
progress through their lactation, manure score may also shift 
as outlined below. Fresh cows (score 2 to 2 ½); early lactation 
cows (2 ½ to 3); late lactation cows (3 to 3 ½); far off dry 
cows (3 to 4); and close up dry cows (2 ½ to 3 ½).  Establish 
with your nutritionist a routine for fresh manure evaluation to 
make sure diets are being well assimilated by your cows. 

 
9. Cow comfort: Hock Scores 

Cows need to be comfortable to perform.  Quoting Dr. Gordie 
Jones (consultant): “Milk is the absence of stress”.  Ideally, 
cows should spend the majority of their time lying down.  The 
remainder of the time they would be standing to be milked, to 
eat, and to drink.  Hock problems are often the most noticea-
ble cow comfort issue. Hock scores (1 to 3) are an easy and 
practical assessment of cow comfort.  Cornell cooperative 
extension have developed a chart for hock assessment (Figure 
1).  If cows present hock lesions (hock scores ≥ 2), there is a 
good indication that they are not lying down as much as they 
should.  You should target to have > 95% of your cows with 
hock scores = 1 (no swelling or hair 
missing).    
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10 Steps for a successful transi-
tion period – Part 2 

 

Our objective in this second newsletter 
is to highlight practical outcomes to be 
measured that can help dairy farmers 
and consultants keep track of the transi-
tion cow program.  To do that, we have 

selected the 10 steps with our recommendations on where dairy 
farms should stand.  Here are the last 5: 

 
5. The Right Diet 

Studies from the University of Illinois and others have shown 
that controlling energy intake during the dry period leads to bet-
ter transition outcomes. The data collected demonstrate that cows 
fed even moderate-energy diets (0.68 – 0.73 Mcal NEL/lb DM) 
will easily consume 40 – 80% more NEL than required during 
both far-off and close-up periods. We have no evidence that the 
extra energy and nutrient intake was beneficial in any way.  
More importantly, our data indicate that allowing cows to over-
consume energy even to this degree may predispose them to 
health problems during the transition period if they face stressors 
or challenges that limit feed intake. 

   

Years ago, a great deal of emphasis was placed on maximizing 
energy intake during the close-up or pre-fresh period in an at-
tempt to improve energy balance.  This approach was designed 
on the basis of research showing advantages in adaptation of the 
rumen microbial population and rumen papillae to higher nutri-
ent diets fed after calving, decreased body fat mobilization and 
fat deposition in liver, and compensation for declining dry matter 
intake (DMI) as calving approaches.  Although these ideas were 
sound and based on at least some supporting research data, the 
ability of higher-energy close-up or “steam-up” diets to minimize 
production diseases in research trials and field experience has 
been disappointing.   

 

A workable solution to the potential for cows to over-consume 
energy is to formulate rations of relatively low energy density 
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Cardoso’s Cow Column  
Phil Cardoso, DVM, PhD 
UIUC Dairy Extension 

Continued on page 3  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C1YKuVfuI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C1YKuVfuI8
http://dairyfocus.illinois.edu/content/dairy-focus-toolbox
mailto:tbunting@ilfb.org
http://www.illinoismilk.org


 10. Cow comfort: Activity 

Activity monitors are commonly found in dairy farms nowa-
days.  They usually can report individual cow data for daily 
lying time, steps per hour, rumination time, and number of 
bouts.  Researchers from the University of Wisconsin and oth-
ers have suggested that cows target around 12 hr./day for lying 
time.  However, they reported that cows’ lying time ranged 
from 2.8 to 17.6 hr./day with a mean of 11.3 hr/day.  Work 
from the Miner institute suggested a linear relationship be-
tween time lying and milk production of the order of 2 to 3.5 lb 
of milk increase for each additional hour of rest.  Providing 
cows with sufficient rest (e.g.; lying time) is pivotal for cow 
comfort. 

 
Table 1.  University of Illinois guidelines for dairy efficiency (DE) 

Figure 1.  Hock assessment scores goals for dairy Cattle. 

IMPA Executive Summary 
 
 A meeting of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Association was 
held on Thursday, November 30, 2017. Several advisory mem-
bers and guests attended the meeting. Eleven directors were 
present with one absent.  
 
Presidents Report  
• Discussed recent subject matter hearing concerning the 
LMFA and other dairy industry issues.  
 
Advisory Member Updates  
• Steve Divincenzo, IDPH- 1st notice of PMO will be published 
on 12/8; IDPH is still facing staff challenges for inspectors; IL 
currently has just over 600 grade A farms in IL and just over 50 
manufacturing farms.  
 

• Bobby Dowson, IDOA – provided a recap of the marketing 
tour held in October and discussed the upcoming IL Products 
Expo set for March 3-4, 2018, IL Ag Legislative Day is TBD, 
and touched on the Premise ID program for IL livestock farms. 
  
• Monica Nyman, SLDDC – shared a presentation highlighting 
the farm tour, adopt a cow program, Farm to School event, and 
Let’s Talk Dairy Workshop.  
 

• Marla Behrends, Midwest Dairy Association – provided an 
Undeniably Dairy Update and information on the From Farm to 
Table Campaign.  
 

• Dr. Phil Cardoso, UofI Dairy Extension – informed the board 
that 18 papers had been written by the dairy department in the 
last year and have worked with several companies; 10 students 
have registered for the 2018 dairy challenge; the 2019 dairy 
challenge will be hosted in IL; changes at UofI include a new 
Animal Sciences Department Head, Dr. Rod Johnson, and 
Dean Kim Kidwell has created a task force aimed at creating 
opportunities for Extension Specialists to collaborate with cam-
pus faculty; UofI is also looking to hire a new dairy instructor 
to assist with judging and other classes.  
 

• Ray Ropp, IDPCA – shared information on the upcoming 
sale; the group is looking for ways to educate 4H and FFA stu-
dents on proper fitting techniques and would like IMPA to con-
sider ways the association can assist in promoting dairy student 
enrollment at the UofI.  
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Got e-mail?  Want to save paper, the organization’s 

money, and get your copy of the IMPA newsletter faster? 
E-mail us at tbunting@ilfb.org to request a copy of future 
editions electronically. 

Don’t miss the 2018  
Illinois Milk Producers’ Association Regional Dairy Summits  

 

Tuesday, January 30  
Highland Community College H Building  

2998 W. Pearl City Rd  
Freeport, IL  

 
Wednesday, January 31  

Asmark Institute  
14171 Carole Drive  

Bloomington, IL  
 

Thursday, February 1  
Kaskaskia College  

Life Long Learning Center  
27210 College Road  

Centralia, IL  

mailto:tbunting@ilfb.org
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Continued:  

Manager’s Report  
• Manager provided updates on programs and events through 
the fall. She also included information on state and federal leg-
islation which could impact dairy farms. 
 
New Business  
• Election of officers was held. 2018 Pres – Don Mackinson, 
VP – Brent Pollard, Secretary – Bill Deutsch, Treasurer – Tony 
Graves  
• IMPA Dairy Summit information will be forthcoming. Farm-
ers for the panel will be contacted, if not already.  
• By-Law committee chair presented the changes to the by-
laws. IMPA board approved and adopted the changes.  
 
Next IMPA Board meeting will be February 26th at 10 AM.  
 

Retirement of Jim Fraley 
 
Jim Fraley, Director of Affiliate Management and Livestock 
Programs for the Illinois Farm Bureau and former IMPA Man-
ager announced his retirement effective January 19, 2018.  
 
For the past 30 years, Jim served Illinois Farm Bureau mem-
bers, colleagues, and multiple agricultural associations in sev-
eral capacities, most recently as Manager of the Illinois Spe-
cialty Growers Association and of the Illinois Wheat Associa-
tion. Prior to that, Jim was Illinois Farm Bureau’s longest serv-
ing livestock program director, holding that position for more 
than 25 years. Earlier in his Farm Bureau career, Jim taught 
market education, financial management, and developed sever-
al computerized decision-making tools for farmers. 
 
Join us in wishing Jim a wonderful retirement. 

New Head of U of I Animal Sciences 

 
Dr. Rodney Johnson is professor and head of the University of 
Illinois Department of Animal Sciences.  

 

Dr. Johnson’s  work focuses on 
opportunities to promote, protect, 
and maintain brain health by stud-
ying communication pathways 
between the immune system and 
the brain.  
 

He investigates how infection, 
nutrition, and birth weight affect 
brain and cognitive development. 
He also studies how aging causes 
deterioration in brain health. Dr. 
Johnson’s research also includes a 
special focus on how diet influences the communication be-
tween the immune system and the brain. 

 
Dr. Johnson grew up on a crop and livestock farm in west-
central Illinois. He later earned a B.S. from Truman State Uni-
versity and a M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois. 

 

After postdoctorate training at Iowa State University, he 
joined the University of Illinois faculty in 1993. Dr. Johnson 
has published over 135 peer reviewed papers, is past Director 
of the University of Illinois Division of Nutritional Sciences, 
and is a University Scholar.  
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