
Japanese Delegation Views Illinois Wheat Harvest 
 
A Japanese delegation watched closely as Kevin Aves combined wheat on his northern Illinois farm on a recent 
hot July day.  The visitors are members of the Miyazaki Prefectural Assembly, and they traveled to the U.S. to 
learn more about American agriculture.  The Miyazaki Prefecture is located in the southern part of Japan, which is 
a large farming area.  “Several of the congressmen were previously farmers,” said Yuzo Shimizu, the interpreter 
for the group.  “This region includes cattle and dairy farms, vegetable and rice farms and it No. 1 or No. 2 in 
agriculture for Japan.”  “This area is famous for cattle ranches and 90 percent of our feed comes from the U.S.,” 
said Fukuda Sakuya, a member of the delegation.  
 
The group began their visit in California, where they toured strawberry, lettuce, and rice farms.  Near Kirkland, 
they stopped at the Aves farm and talked to brothers Kevin and Barry Aves.  The 2,100 acre-farm includes 400 
acres of wheat, 800 acres of soybeans, and 900 acres of corn.  On the day of the visit, the Aves had completed 
about three-quarters of their wheat harvest.  “The wheat yields have been very good, from 90 to 100 bushels per 
acre which is better than expected,” Barry Aves told the delegation.  “The quality is good, too, so we are very 
pleased,” Aves added.  “We were afraid that since it was so dry we didn’t think the wheat looked right, but it is 
really good.”  Kevin Aves added that the straw yields are variable.  “Some of it is really light because the wheat 
was shorter this year,” he said.  
 
A member of the delegation asked Aves how the straw from the wheat is used.  “We previously used all the straw 
for bedding but now a lot goes to landscaping when grass is seeded along the highways after a construction 
project,” Kevin Aves explained.  “We also sell some to farms for livestock bedding and to the horse tracks in 
Chicago.”  As the group stood in the soybean field, which adjoined the wheat field, Aves explained the rain 
situation in Illinois.  “The soybeans are wilting because the last two months we have been very short of rain,” the 
farmer said.  “Normally the beans would be knee high by now.”  
 
A visitor asked if irrigation was used on the farm.  Irrigation is not used on the acres Aves farms and he added it is 
generally not necessary.  “We buy crop insurance that helps during years like this when we don’t get rain and we 
use a 10-year production average to insure a percentage of our crop,” Aves stated.  The group asked the farmers 
how the crop insurance premium was determined and if the insurance companies were government agencies.  
“Insurance companies are privately owned, and we can insure up to 80% of our yield,” the farmer explained.  
“And, there is a price portion since we are insuring revenue per acre not just yield.” 
 
The Aves plant both corn and soybeans with genetically modified traits and the Japanese questioned them about 
the difference in yield compared to non-modified crops.  “I don’t know if it increases the yields,” Aves said.  “But it 
allows us to use herbicides, and also we might not have to use an additional insecticide.”  In Japan, one of the 
visitors said, consumers prefer non-modified crops, so he asked about the trend in the U.S.  “The trend in the U.S. 
is to plant more genetically modified soybeans because most of our soybeans go to animal feed,” Aves said.  
 
When the Aves brothers retire, the Japanese wanted to know who would be taking over the farm.  Since their 
children are not currently interested in farming, Aves admitted that this was a good question.  “We hope we can 
find a young person we could mentor because we’re not interested in renting our farm out to the highest bidder,” 
Aves stressed.  “We’d prefer to have someone who will keep it a family farm even though it goes to their family.”  
In Japan, some farms have been abandoned because farmers are unable to make a profit.  “That is not a problem 
today, but back in the 80’s, maybe a landlord didn’t get his farm rented if he wanted too much rent,” Aves 
explained.  “But that hasn’t been a problem lately.” 
 
In addition to learning about American agriculture, the goal of the trip by the delegation was to gather input from 
U.S. farmers about a Trans-Pacific Partnership that Japan is considering.  “I haven’t heard of TPP but I think most 
farmers are interested in free trade and being able to export commodities wherever we can,” Aves stated.  
 
From the U.S. farms he had visited, Sakuya said, it seemed some of the farmers are doing good and some are 
not doing good business.  “Today, at Kevin and Barry’s farm, they are doing good business,” he stated.  After 
leaving Chicago, the Japanese delegation was going to visit Washington, D.C. and New York to complete their 
weeklong trip.  
 
Article and pictures contributed by by Martha Blum, AgriNews Publications.  Martha attended and reported on this visit at the 
request of the Illinois Wheat Association. 


