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Board of Directors: 

 
Doug Scheider, President 
(IAA SWAT Representative) 

1730 W. Buckeye 
Freeport, IL 61032 

(815) 563-4190 
 

Kappy Koch, Vice President 
(Prairie Farms) 

21600 Towline Rd. 
Tremont, IL 61568 

(309) 267-3733 
 

Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms) 

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
(618) 395-1378 

 
Bill Deutsch, Secretary 

(Midwest) 
28934 Lukens Road 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

(815) 895-9430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Berlage (Swiss Valley) 
5598 S. Pleasant Hill 

Elizabeth, IL 61028-9489 
(815) 858-2396 

 
Scott Bohnert 

(Stockton Cheese, Primary) 
112 179th St. N. 

East Moline, IL 61244 
(309) 781-4416 

 
Dennis Steffes 

(Stockton Cheese, Alternate) 
5127 E. Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 61028 

 
(815) 897-3161 

 
Dale Drendel (Foremost 

Farms) 
15 N. 057 Walker Rd 
Hampshire, IL 60140 

(815) 766-0326 
 

David Jarden (DFA) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill Rd 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
Scott Halpin (IAA Board ) 

8675 S. Halpin Rd. 
Gardner, IL 60424 

(815) 237-2872 
 

Don Mackinson (Prairie Farms) 
17427 E. 2125 N. Rd 

Pontiac, IL 61764 
(815) 842-2692 

 

IMPA TO HOST SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DAIRY TECHNOLOGY 
SHOWCASE 
 
 

The Illinois Milk Producers’ Association will be sponsoring their annual “Dairy Tech-
nology Showcase,” hosted by Dave Fischer.  These IMPA Dairy Tech Showcase farm 
tours will highlight dairy technology and dairy management on two dairy farms in 
Southern Illinois.  The tours will be held on Tuesday July 28, 2015, in Washington 
and Clinton County.  There is no need to 
register for the event, and you can 
attend either one or both of the host 
farm operations.  Lunch will be “on your 
own” between noon and 1:00 p.m. as 
we travel between farms.   
 
The first farm stop is Finke Dairy, owned 
and operated by Craig Finke and his wife 
Tricia, at 12344 State Route 127, Nash-
ville, IL 62263.  The tour will be held 
from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  This fifth 
generation dairy farm family is oper-
ating a new state-of-the-art milking fa-
cility that is focused on cow comfort.  
The five-row free stall barn is fitted with 
GreenStall dividers, sand-bedded flush 
system, and long-day lighting.  The milk-
ing and feeding is totally automated 
with robotic technology.  The automatic 
milking system is the Galaxy Astrea 
20.20 which has one robotic arm that 
preps and attaches in two stalls to milk 
his 120 Holstein cows.  Cows and heifers 
are fed with the robotic Trioliet Triomatic T30 Feeding System which delivers a TMR 
after automatically gathering feed from the feed bays and bulk bins used to store 
the feed for pick-up.  The system also provides for robotic feed push-up several 
times a day.  
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Paul Meyer, St. Rose, talks about his DeLaval 
automated milking system during the 2012 
IMPA Dairy Technology Tour. 
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 IMPA Executive Summary of Quarterly 
Board Meeting 
 

A meeting of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Association was 
held on Monday, June 8, 2015, at the IAA Building, Bloom-
ington, Illinois.  Several advisory members and guests were 
present and monitored the meeting.  Nine directors were 
present with one absent.   
 

 Several Advisory members provided updates in their are-
as:  IDPH:  Steve Divincenzo reported that the Raw Milk 
rules have stalled in first notice.  There are many priori-
ties for state government right now, and this may not be 
one of them.  Steve also noted that Illinois has at least 
20 robotic milkers now.  SLDDC:  Monica Nyman provid-
ed information on their continued efforts in their educa-
tional effort called “Milk.  It’s The Real Deal” campaign.  
MDA:  Marla Behrends provided an update on several 
activities MDA is working on promoting milk in Illinois, 
and she introduced her summer intern, Morgan 
Wendling.  UIUC:  Dr. Cardoso updated IMPA on some of 
his research and Extension efforts including the upcom-
ing 4-State Dairy Meeting, IMPA-UIUC Dairy Summit, and 
a second-place national finish in the Dairy Evaluation 
Contest. 

 
 Doug Scheider reported on his participation in the IFB’s 

Value Chain Tour.  It was very informative. 
 
 The board approved donations to the UIUC CVM Testicle 

Festival, Illinois Agri-women’s Fall Event at the Mackin-
son Dairy Farm, and Prairie Central FFA Chapter’s trip to 
Scotland to evaluate dairy cattle as part of a national 
team event. 

 
 The board will send a letter on behalf of a dairy farmer 

who is challenging an Illinois Department of Revenue 
ruling which has ruled that his silage bags do not meet 
sales tax exemption requirements for agricultural pro-
duction. 

 
 Lyndsey Ramsey, IFB’s Associate Director of Natural and 

Environmental Resources, asked IMPA board members 
to consider participating as a nutrient spokesperson.  

 
 After 25 years, the ICC Cooperative Youth Conference 

was moved from SIU to WIU.  The conference will rotate 
between these two sites for the foreseeable future.  The 
first conference was very successful, and early indica-
tions are that it was highly-rated by the student partici-
pants. 

 
 IMPB has six dairy farmers that have asked for petitions 

for the board for District 2, and only one for District 4.  
The election will be held during the first two weeks of 
August. 
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The second farm stop will be Arentsen Dairy Farm, owned 
and operated by Jerry and Phillip Arentsen, located at 6612 
Hunter Rd., Albers, IL 62215.  This afternoon tour will run 
from 1:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m.  Arentsen Dairy houses 150 
Holstein cows with a rolling herd average of 25,000 pounds of 
milk per cow per year.  In the summer of 2014, Arentsen 
Dairy retrofitted their free stall barn to a three-row sand bed-
ded stalls with drive-by TMR feeding system.  They installed 
two Lely Astronaut robotic 
milking stations to milk their 
120 lactating cows.  In 2012, 
the farm constructed a new 
calf and heifer raising facility 
to enhance animal comfort 
and calf health.  The barn is a 
bedded pack with open cur-
tain sidewall, tube ventilation, 
and ceiling fans.  The auto-
mated liquid calf feeding barn 
houses two groups of preweaned calves using the Lely Calm 
automated calf feeder with two feeding stations. 
 
Each farm stop will include an organized tour conducted by 
the dairy owners along with management discussions and 
Q&A sessions, which will be led by Dave Fischer, former Uni-
versity of Illinois Dairy Educator.  Also joining Fischer will be 
Dr. Phil Cardoso, University of Illinois Dairy Specialist, Dr. 
Mike Hutjens, retired Dairy Specialist, and Jim Fraley, Manag-
er of IL Milk Producers’ Association.  Mark the date on your 
calendar and plan to attend. 
 
For more information, contact Jim Fraley, IMPA manager, at 
309-557-3109 or Dave Fischer at (618) 830-4957 
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 The board provided several suggestions for educational 

sessions at the 2016 Dairy Summits. 
 
 The board surfaced four possible dairy farmers as Environ-

mental Stewardship Award winners.  Jim Fraley will inter-
view each farmer, summarize the interview, and distribute 
them to the board for a ranking. 

 
 Dave Fisher provided a written update on the summer’s 

IMPA Dairy Technology Showcase.  It will be held on July 
28 on the Finke Dairy in Nashville and the Arentsen Dairy 
in Albers. 

 
The next meeting is Tuesday, September 8. 

 
Cardoso’s Cow Column 
Phil Cardoso 
University of Illinois 
 
Body Condition Score 
(BCS); watch for the 
change. 
 
 

We asked Dr. Cardoso to provide our Illinois dairy farm families 
some insight into keeping cows “in milking shape” following 
calving.  Dr. Cardoso notes that for the first sixty days of lacta-
tion, the demand for feed is at its peak.  If a cow doesn’t con-
sume enough nutrients, she could experience a negative ener-
gy balance (NEB), and lose body condition score. 
 
Does milk yield drive NEB in dairy cows?  
Energy balance during late gestation is largely a factor of DMI, 
as the variation in energy requirements is relatively small. An 
exception may be cows carrying twins, which are notoriously 
susceptible to health problems. After calving, research data 
indicate that the extent of early lactation energy balance is 
more highly correlated with DMI than with milk yield. The yield 
of solids-corrected milk during the third week after calving is 
not related to energy balance. Results from our group showed, 
for example, that cows producing 92 lbs. or 63 lbs. of solids-
corrected milk were both in positive energy balance three 
weeks after calving. Therefore, yielding more or less solids-
corrected milk did not influence energy balance. In contrast, 
there was a strong correlation between DMI and energy bal-
ance in the same cows. The results indicate that, nutritional, 
environmental, infectious, or management-imposed limita-
tions on DMI increase the extent of NEB and may predispose 
the cow to disease.  
 

 

 Are today’s cows more prone to be skinnier than cows in 
the past? 
What constitutes “excessive” BCS relative to the cow’s bio-
logical target remains controversial. Research has shown 
that over the first 12 weeks of lactation, cows that were fat 
at calving lost 0.9 to 1.0 BCS units; whereas cows that were 
thin at calving gained 0.4 to 0.5 BCS units.   For both groups 
of cows, BCS tended to converge at 2.5 in weeks 12 to 15 of 
lactation, suggesting that cows have a target BCS that they 
try to achieve and maintain. Fat cows reached maximum 
DMI at week 15 whereas thin cows reached maximum DMI 
at week 9. Body fat had definitely a direct effect on DMI.  
 
Watch for BCS change 
Our group showed that cows fed high-energy (0.72 Mcal 
NEL/lb DM) diets during the last 4 weeks before calving lost 
more BCS in the first 6 weeks postpartum than those fed 
controlled energy (0.60 Mcal NEL/lb DM) diets (−0.43 and 
−0.30, respectively). The effect of BCS change on cow’s fer-
tility is clear – cows that gain BCS have higher pregnancy 
rates.  
 
Nutritional strategies to handle BCS change 
The ability of the cow to maintain a reasonable BCS change 
is affected by diet composition. Our research group has 
shown that controlling energy intake during the dry period 
to near calculated requirements leads to better handle of 
BCS change and therefore transition success. Cows fed even 
moderate-energy diets (0.67 – 0.72 Mcal NEL/lb DM) will 
easily consume 40 – 80% more energy than required during 
both far-off and close-up. We have no evidence that the 
extra energy and nutrient intake was beneficial in any way. 
In conclusion, allowing cows to over-consume energy even 
to this degree may predispose them to health problems 
during the transition period if they face stressors or chal-
lenges that limit feed intake.  
 
BCS as simple as 2 letters: “V” and “U”  
We have seen that BCS is an important tool that can be im-
plemented in all dairy farms. Ideally, it would be important 
to measure BCS in every cow in the herd every month. That 
might be an unachievable commitment. Therefore, we rec-
ommend that farmers measure individual BCS at least at 3 
points per lactation of a cow: at drying off, at calving, and at 
breeding. With the numbers in hand you will be able to cal-
culate BCS change and maintain the goal for a loss of no 
more than 0.5 BCS units (no more than 0.75 BCS units).  
 
Communication with collaborators and the individual varia-
tion on assigning BCS to cows can be another challenge. 
Train yourself and your collaborators the 2 letters of BCS: 
“V” and “U” (Figure 2). It is visual appealing and can be 
used to determine when to move cows from the fresh/high 
group to the next group. If a cow has a BCS of “V”,  
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you should consider letting her stay a little bit longer in the 
fresh/high group. Whenever a cow achieves a BCS of “U”, she 
is ready to be moved to the next nutritional group. This  

strategy will most likely help your cows to achieve the 
right BCS at drying off allowing for a minimal BCS 
change.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from Elanco Animal Health BCS (5-point 
scale) chart, 2009 

 

BCS of ≤ 3.00 
Flattened “V” 

BCS of ≥ 3.25 
Flattened “U” 

TAKE HOME MESSAGES   
 Get a handle on the intake of your cows. You 

should be in charge, not the cows. 
 Shoot for a 0.5 BCS unit change from drying 

off to calving to breeding. Try not to exceed a 
BCS unit change > 0.75 units. 

 Train yourself and your personnel to identify 
the “V” (BCS < 3.0) and the “U” (BCS > 3.25) to 
be able to recover cows’ BCS before the dry 
period.  
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