
Management Report for 2015 
 

 ISGA monitored national legislative issues, such as the Farm Bill, Immigration Reform, 
Affordable Care Act, and Food Safety Modernization Act and informed members of pertinent 
information via the ISGA newsletter, website, or e-mail blasts to membership.   

 

 ISGA, through our affiliation with Illinois Farm Bureau, has been at the forefront of the Labor 
debate during the past several in Congress.  Specialty crop members with labor interests 
have participated in two separate trips to Washington, DC to meet with legislators and lobby 
for Immigration Reform.  Staff and ISGA members also participated in various state-wide 
town hall meetings on these issues. 

 

 Monitored state legislative issues such as minimum wage, ag overtime exemption laws, 
farmers’ markets guidelines, and farm truck regulations.  Staff also assisted with promotion 
of the “Meet the Buyers” events which encourage relationships between farmers and 
restaurants, grocery stores, and wholesaler industries. 

 

 ISGA staff is a founding member of the National Agritourism Professionals Association 
(NAPA).  NAPA’s goal is to train professionals on rules and regulations farmers need to 
know in order to start up an agritourism business.  Areas of interest include venue and food 
safety, insurance, highway signage, zoning, liability and other various rules and regulations 
farmers need to know in advance of starting a business or to expand an existing business.   

 

 ISGA staff is a member of the Governor-appointed Farmers’ Market Task Force that 
compiled Technical Information Bulletin #30 regarding Sanitation Guidelines for Farmers’ 
Markets and a subsequent handbook to guide vendors, market managers, and consumers 
on farmer market safety.   

 

 Participated in the farmers’ market promotion at the Illinois State Fair.  The Association sold 
sweet corn, cantaloupe, watermelon, peaches, apple cider slush, popcorn, and more!  The 
event is not only a fundraiser for the Association (netted ~$8,000), but also promotes the 
freshness and outstanding quality of Illinois produce. 

 

 Participated in the Illinois Products Expo by providing samples of apple cider and popcorn to 
consumers and promoting awareness of the specialty crop industry.   

 

 ISGA participated in the Illinois Ag Legislative Day in Springfield which provides an 
opportunity to network with ag leaders throughout the state and meet with legislators 
regarding any current legislation and industry concerns.  ISGA always provides a sample 
Illinois product for the commodity baskets given to the legislators. 

 

 ISGA led a group of fruit and vegetable leaders to the U of I campus in June of 2013 to meet 
with the Chancellor and several deans and department heads regarding our concern about 
the dwindling number of university research positions and the need for continued fruit and 
vegetable crop research in Illinois.  Results of these discussions have resulted in annual 
donations of $3,000 each to St. Charles Research Center, U of I Campus Research Center, 
and Dixon Springs Ag Center to assist with their on-going research trials.   

 

 

 



 Collaborated with University of Illinois Extension in hosting the annual conference and trade 
show.  Since ISGA started providing the agritourism and organic industries sessions at this 
annual conference, the conference was renamed the Illinois Specialty Crops, Agritourism, 
and Organic Conference and Trade Show. 

 

 The Annual ISGA Award of Excellence for 2015 was awarded to Harry and Dennis Alten for 
their many years of supporting IVGA, ISGA, and the farmers’ market tent at the State Fair.  
The 2014 winner was Chris Doll (retired U of I Extension).  2013 winners were William 
Shoemaker (retired manager of the St. Charles Research Center) and William Whiteside 
retired from U of I serving as county farm adviser in Kane and Cook Counties and regional 
food crop horticulturist in northern Illinois. 

 

 Started the Chris Doll Scholarship Fund which, in 2015, was awarded to two eligible 
horticulture majors at the University of Illinois.  Donations to the fund, raised through ISGA, 
will be donated to the U of I Foundation for what is hoped will be an annual award to a 
deserving student.  

 

 Applied for and received Specialty Crop Block Grants to assist with subsidizing the 
expenses of the 2016 & 2017 Illinois Specialty Crops, Agritourism, and Organic 
Conferences.  Grant amounts received were $32,000 for each conference. 

 

 Created a Specialty Crop Fact Sheet which includes interesting statistics on fruits and 
vegetable production, with a focus on some of our more popular commodities such as 
pumpkins, horseradish, apples, grapes, and popcorn.   

 

 ISGA has access to a 30-minute monthly radio spot on RFD Illinois to discuss specialty crop 
issues.  Members are encouraged to participate and, at the same time, have an opportunity 
to promote their own businesses. 

 

 The Prairie Bounty of Illinois, is available on the ISGA web site as a user-friendly, 
searchable tool to locate producers of specialty crops, community farmers markets, and 
producers of agritourism businesses.   

 

 Information is provided on the website (www.specialtygrowers.org) which contains 
updated material about ISGA, affiliated association news, conference information, calendar 
of events, industry news and issues, and more. 

 

 Published a newsletter called the Specialty Grower News.  Each affiliated association has 
an opportunity to communicate with their members via the four pages allotted to each 
association.  In recent years, we have developed a “Member Feature” segment which allows 
affiliated association’s farm businesses to be profiled.  

 

 ISGA has joined the electronic revolution and now has a FACEBOOK page.  Members and 
industry associates are invited and encouraged to “like” us in order to keep abreast of the 
latest happenings in the industry and to keep current on all ISGA-related events.  We can be 
found at www.facebook.com/ILSpecialty. 

http://www.specialtygrowers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/ILSpecialty

