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Rural America delivers victory to Trump
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How counties changed since 2012

• http://time.com/4587866/donald-trump-election-map/

http://time.com/4587866/donald-trump-election-map/


115th Congress (2017-18)

U.S. House  (435 members)
• More session days, especially at 

the start of the year.
• 241 Republicans, 194 Democrats
• Speaker Paul Ryan
• Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy
• Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi
• Illinois’ new members – Raja 

Krishnamoorthi – D (8th) and Brad 
Schneider – D (10th)

Illinois Delegation – 11 D’s and 7 R’s



115th Congress (2017-18)

U.S. Senate  (100 members)
• Now holding hearings for many cabinet and 

cabinet-level appointments.  Voted late last 
night to begin the eventual repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act, under budget 
sequestration (51-48)

• Typically need 60 votes to pass legislation
• Only need a simple majority to approve 

legislation under budget sequestration. 
Reconciliation must change spending, 
revenues and teh

• Leader Mitch McConnell
• Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
• Minority Whip Dick Durbin

52 Republicans, 44 Democrats, 2 Ind
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Budget Reconciliation is a way to move legislation without 60 votes, but it requires changes to the budgetCreated by the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, reconciliation allows for expedited consideration of certain tax, spending, and debt limit legislation.  In the Senate, reconciliation bills aren’t subject to filibuster and the scope of amendments is limited, giving this process real advantages for enacting controversial budget and tax measures.What Kinds of Changes Can a Reconciliation Bill Include?The Congressional Budget Act permits using reconciliation for legislation that changes spending, revenues, and the federal debt limit.  On the spending side, reconciliation can be used to address “mandatory” or entitlement spending — that is, programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, federal civilian and military retirement, SNAP (formerly known as food stamps), and farm programs — but not Social Security.  Mandatory spending is determined by rules set in ongoing authorizing laws, so changing spending usually requires amending those laws.  Reconciliation has not been used to change “discretionary” spending, which is spending controlled through the annual appropriations process.Since the mid-1980s, Senate rules have prohibited including provisions in reconciliation legislation that do not change the level of spending or revenues or the debt limit.The budget resolution includes reconciliation instructions to four authorizing committees: Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce in the House and Finance and Health, Education, Labor and Pensions in the Senate.  The reconciliation instructions direct each authorizing committees to achieve at least $1 billion in deficit reduction over 10 years and report legislation to the House and Senate Budget Committees by Jan. 27, 2017. The instructions also include the creation of a reserve fund to allow for future legislation to repeal and replace the ACA.



What’s happening at this moment?

• Confirmation hearings are underway in the Senate

• Every cabinet position has been filled EXCEPT ONE!!!

• USDA transition was slow to get off the ground, but is reportedly 
picking up steam.

• Career employees are working to stay on top of day to day issues, but 
will eventually need leadership direction.



What issues do IFB members care about?
(Poll of 275 IFB members taken late Nov. 2016)
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What were the candidates policy differences 
on IFB priorities?

Hillary Clinton
• More regulation (water, air, ESA, DOL 

etc.) and a likely liberal SC justice
• $1.4 T tax increase; reduce death tax 

exemption to $3.5 mil; increase rate to 
65% for estates valued over $1 billion; 
convert overseas taxes to infrastructure

• Push for CIR
• Renewable fuels supporter
• Higher likelihood of Congressional 

conflict and gridlock
• Lukewarm support for trade – maybe 

ratify TPP

Donald Trump
• Far less aggressive regulator/would sign 

regulatory reform and a “Scalia-like” SC 
justice

• Significantly reduce corporate and individual 
rates, repeal death tax 

• Renegotiate trade agreements creating 
uncertainty

• Border security (“the Wall”) and then changes 
to worker visa programs; impose border tax 
on companies that leave

• Renewable fuels supporter
• Supportive Congress – More opportunity to 

get things done



Regulatory Reform:  What is ag asking for?
• Emphasize and utilize sound science in developing regulations. 
• Call for greater congressional oversight of rules and for congressional approval of major rules.

• Charge agencies with greater accountability in data utilized in developing and finalizing regulations. 
• Require agencies, when developing regulations, to look more closely at the costs and benefits of 
their rules. 
• Guarantee a minimum 60-day comment period for stakeholders affected by major rules.

• Prevent agencies from using social media to effectively lobby in favor of their own regulatory 
proposals. 
• Reinvigorate the role of judges in interpreting the law and do not leave it solely to agencies to 
interpret the law and their own regulations. 
• Ensure that the rulemaking process is open, transparent and respectful of the rights of all affected 
parties.

• Restore equilibrium to the federal-state relationship by strengthening Federalism principles.
• Reform the Equal Access to Justice Act where necessary and prevent abuses in sue-and-settle 
litigation.



Regulatory Reform:  What’s the strategy?

• House will pass H.R. 5 – the Regulatory Accountability Act

• Action will move to the Senate, where the focus will be on the 
Democratic Senators who face re-election in 2018 in “red states” to 
build support for structural reforms.

• February:  The House will begin looking at stripping a limited number 
of regulations from the end of the Obama administration and 
subjecting them to Congressional Review Act votes.  60 votes are 
needed in the Senate.



Tax Reform

• Look for action by April 15.    Again, budget reconciliation will be used 
to avoid the filibuster 

• Now is the time to get your tax ideas into the mix.

• House Republicans and the Administration will likely have slightly 
different proposals that will focus on lowering corporate and personal 
rates, simplification, and a border tax for imports.



Immigration Reform – “Border Security”

• A “great wall” will be built along the southern border.   Congress will use its 
authority in a 2006 bill signed into law by former President Bush.   

• Funding will come in the FY 17 continuing resolution.

• Meanwhile, congressional committees will begin considering a series of 
immigration bills that could address visa programs like H-2a.   No more 
comprehensive bills

• Farm Bureau will push for a program run by USDA that containing an 
adjustment in status for law abiding longtime workers, recognizing H-2a 
isn’t a year around program that is not suited for livestock production.



2018 Farm Bill preparation

• Field hearings will get underway this spring

• Subject matter hearings will wait.

• Illinois Farm Bureau will do district level workshops that intended to 
get member feedback and help our board set Illinois-specific priorities 
in the upcoming debate.

• There could be action in the appropriations bill on cottonseed and 
maybe dairy.



Playing Defense:  Trade

• Monitoring: NAFTA & China Trade
• Trade is a big deal - $135 billion in ag exports
• China, Canada, Mexico – three of our top 4 markets
• IL exports to all three
• Market Integration – Canadian pigs fed in Illinois, processed and sold 

back to Canada
• Concern about talk of a tariff on Chinese imports – trade war – and 

possible retaliation.   Who will feel the brunt of it?   



Wild Cards

• Trump – unpredictable, unconventional, unrestrained by precedent.

• SCOTUS – Supreme Court nominee coming in February.   Could suck 
all of the air out of the room and shutdown any hope of 
bipartisanship which would sink immigration and regulatory reform.

• ????



Something to chew on….



Questions

• Adam Nielsen
• 309-531-1950
• anielsen@ilfb.org
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