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Doug Scheider, President 
(IAA SWAT Representative) 

1730 W. Buckeye 
Freeport, IL 61032 

(815) 563-4190 
 

Kappy Koch, Vice President 
(Prairie Farms) 

21600 Towline Rd. 
Tremont, IL 61568 

(309) 267-3733 
 

Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms) 

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
(618) 395-1378 

 
Bill Deutsch, Secretary 

(Midwest) 
28934 Lukens Road 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

(815) 895-9430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don Berlage (Swiss Valley) 

5598 S. Pleasant Hill 
Elizabeth, IL 61028-9489 

(815) 858-2396 
 

Scott Bohnert 
(Stockton Cheese, Primary) 

112 179th St. N. 
East Moline, IL 61244 

(309) 781-4416 
 

Neil Timmerman  
(Stockton Cheese, Alternate) 

7138 Il Route 84 N 
Galena, IL 61036 

 
(815) 777-0379 

 
Dale Drendel (Foremost 

Farms) 
15 N. 057 Walker Rd 
Hampshire, IL 60140 

(815) 766-0326 
 

David Jarden (DFA) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill Rd 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
Scott Halpin (IAA Board ) 

8675 S. Halpin Rd. 
Gardner, IL 60424 

(815) 237-2872 
 

Don Mackinson (Prairie Farms) 
17427 E. 2125 N. Rd 

Pontiac, IL 61764 

Summary of Candidate Forum  
 

The Illinois Agriculture Legisla ve Roundtable hosted a candidate forum on the 
Bi ner Farm in rural McLean County.  It provided an opportunity for agricultural 
leaders to hear directly from key candidates and ask ques ons important to farm-
ers. 

Jim Oberweis (R) is a current state Senator, represen ng the 25th 
District.  He owns Oberweis Dairy in Aurora, a company that sells 
milk and dairy products, specializing in home delivery.  He is an 
advocate for user fees but opposes taxes, sta ng, “I never met a 
tax that I liked, and basically opposed to increasing taxes wherev-
er we can.”  Oberweis talked about the importance of Illinois’ in-
frastructure to our commerce.   
 

Senator Richard Durbin (D) also noted that user fees and fuel 
taxes are important to maintain the state’s infrastructure.  He 
expressed concern that the federal gas taxes are based upon gal-
lons, and we are using fewer gallons of fuel, resul ng in less tax 
dollars to fund improvements.  “We need a dedicated source of 
funds reinvested (for waterways) and it should have been done 
long ago.  Reinvested in a way to keep the waterways modern 
and safe.” 
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Bruce Rauner (R) was 
raised on a Wiscon-
sin dairy farm and 
s ll owns some ca le 
today.  When asked 
what he could do for 
the livestock indus-
try, he focused on 
Illinois’ ability to 
“bring back” live-
stock produc on to 
our state.  He also 
noted there are 

some environmental and regulatory is-
sues that will have to be dealt with dur-
ing his administra on.  He also stated, 
“We can be though ul and thorough and 
prudent, and s ll grow our livestock sec-
tor.  I believe that very strongly,” he add-
ed. 

Pat Quinn (D), the 
state’s current gover-
nor, pointed to Illinois 
as oen of the  leading 
states in corn, soy-
bean, and hog pro-
duc on.  He focused 
on the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
efforts in si ng live-
stock buildings and 
noted, “… the number 
of facili es approved 

in the last few years is actually on the 
rise.”  He stated that Illinois’ has a com-
para ve advantage (to other states) in 
our transporta on and feed sectors that 
are “second-to-none.”   Quinn added 
that, “We want to increase our livestock 
facili es in a proper way.” 

(Photos courtesy of 
the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau.  Used with 
permission) 

(Photos courtesy of 
the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau.  Used with 
permission) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Dr. Stephen Loerch, UIUC’s new department head for 

Animal Sciences, welcomed the IMPA board to campus.  
He is a recent re ree of The Ohio State University, were 
he had a long and dis nguished career as a ruminant 
nutri onist.  He talked of the new posi ons he’s been 
able to hire, with a third on the horizon.  The third posi-

on would be an environmental gene cist and he would 
ensure this person had knowledge of a dairy cow.  Dr. 
Loerch is a very down-to-earth individual and relates 
well with farmers. 

 
 Advisory Member Reports:  IDPH:  Steve DiVincenzo up-

dated IMPA on the raw milk issue.  The raw milk rules 
have been published in the Illinois Register.  He encour-
aged farmers to read the proposed rules and provide 
comments.  He noted that Illinois has lost 20% of their 
dairy farms since 2010.  We are currently at 703 dairy 
farms.  IDOA:  PEDv con nues to be a strong concern in 
US swine herds.  IEPA:  Dick Breckenridge says the Pollu-

on Control Board has issued their final rule regarding 
CAFO regula ons.  IEPA es mates that there are any-
where from 500 to 1,300 CAFOs in Illinois.  Currently, 
there are 43 NPDES permits issued and he believes as 
many as 20 producers will discon nue their permit un-
der the new regula ons.   MDA:  Marla Behrends provid-
ed an update of MDA ac vi es work with the NFL, Illi-
nois Farm Families, and a successful Illinois State Fair.  
A endance was down a li le over ten percent over last 
year.  SLDDC:  Monica Nyman updated IMPA on their 
work informing consumers of the nutri on of 
“alterna ve beverages.”  UIUC:  Dr. Phil Cardoso dis-
cussed his research in several areas and how he is plan-
ning to conduct three workshops on the margin protec-

on program. 
 Becky Webb, IAA Treasurer’s, presented the financial 

reports to the IMPA board as of August 31, 2014.  There 
are dues that have been invoiced and received that will 
be reflected in the September statements.  This will pro-
vide a much be er snapshot of the organiza on at 
year’s end.  The a orney bills have been completed, and 
this has pushed us over budget on the expense side.  The 
IMPA approved a balanced budget for next fiscal year. 

 
 Reid Blossom, Execu ve Vice President of the Illinois 

Beef Associa on, asked for support from IMPA to revive 
the state’s beef checkoff.  They have collected 100 signa-
tures of beef producers in each of seven districts.  The 
referendum to reinstate a 50-cent a head voluntary 
checkoff will be placed before the state’s beef producers 
this spring.  Dairy cows are only subject to the checkoff 
when they are terminally marketed.  IMPA voted to sup-
port at “YES” vote in this upcoming referendum. 
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President’s Corner 
Doug Scheider 
IMPA President 
 

This week we are finishing the razing 
of the barn and silos where Trish and I 
began farming.  I was reminded of Ec-
clesiastes 3.  “For everything there is a 
season...a me to build up and a me 
to tear down...a me to keep and a 

me to throw away.”  At one me all 
were state of the art, but their me has now passed. So too 
has the farm bill under which we have been opera ng.  Gone 
will be MILC and we must decide between MPP, LGM, fu-
tures, a combina on of some where possible or just taking 
what the market gives us.  Congratula ons if you have made 
a learned decision.  We are s ll undecided.  Remember 
though, a decision on MPP must be made in this November if 
a producer wants to enroll in the new program for 2015. (Our 
local FSA office is strongly discouraging last minute enroll-
ment.)   
  
We in dairy have had a terrific run  this year.  We could argue 
that it was about me for our turn.  Industry wide equity has 
been rebuilt, facili es have been improved, and rolling stock 
has been upgraded.  We need to remember though the 
words of Ecclesiastes.  “For everything there is a season.” 
Few would argue that returns in 2015 will match those of this 
year. We need to be the best prepared  that we can be for 
the seasons of the future.        
 

IMPA Execu ve Summary of Quarterly 
Board Mee ng 
 

IMPA Board Mee ng Execu ve Summary 
A mee ng of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Associa on was held 
on Monday, September 8, 2014, at the University of Illinois 
College of ACES Library, Sims Room, Urbana, Illinois.  There 
were 21 addi onal persons a ending the IMPA board 
mee ng as UIUC faculty, guests, and advisory members.  Six 
directors were present with four absent.   
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Cardoso’s Cow Column 
Phil Cardoso 
University of  
Illinois 
 
 

Reaching Reproduc ve Targets 
for Improved Profitability 
Recently, the Dairy Focus Team 
visited several dairy farms 
throughout Illinois.  The goal of 
our visit was to compile a dataset 

to help producers find out where they stand in comparison to 
other dairy producers throughout Illinois. Based on the data, 
the team plans to suggest prac ces each unique farm can im-
plement to reach their produc on goals.  A por on of the visit 
was related to assessing reproduc ve performance of the 
farms. 
 
First service concep on rates of both heifers and cows were 
one of the several reproduc ve factors the farms were evalu-
ated on.  First service concep on rates are a measure of the 
cow or heifer’s fer lity at the me of first service. Data com-
piled from 14 of the farms visited, showed yearly first service 
concep on rates for cows ranging from 29% to 58% with over 
half the farms reaching or exceeding the benchmark of 40% 
(Figure 1). Data from 12 farms showed, yearly first service con-
cep on rates for heifers ranging from 29% to 81%.  (Figure 2).  
Only 3 of the 12 farms met or exceeded the benchmark for 
heifers set at 70 %.  The charts below show how the farms 
measured up to the benchmark which is shown as the horizon-
tal line. 

Figure 1. Yearly first service concep on rates for cows across 
14 Illinois farms.  The horizontal  line represents 40% concep-

on rate which is the benchmark for 1st service concep on 
rates for cows.  
 

 

 
Figure 2. Yearly first service concep on rates for heifers 
on 12 Illinois farms.  The horizontal line shows 70% con-
cep on rate benchmark for heifers. 
 
There are a wide range of factors influencing first service 
concep on rates.  A common cause of low concep on 
rates in cows is reproduc ve tract infec ons.  Poor hy-
giene in the calving areas can contribute to an increase in 
retained placentas which slow reproduc ve tract recovery 
postpartum.  Estrus detec on errors, inaccurate ming of 
insemina on, or poor insemina on technique can also 
lead to decreases in concep on rates.  The interval from 
calving to breeding also influences concep on rates.  Im-
proved fer lity can be achieved by evalua ng and making 
adjustments to the herd’s voluntary wai ng period.  Vol-
untary wai ng period (VWP) is me in early lacta on 
where cows are inten onally not inseminated even if the 
cow shows signs of being in heat.  In our study, the report-
ed VWP by farmers was 63.57 ± 16.57 days following calv-
ing.  Implemen ng the appropriate VWP will allow cows 
to recovery from postpartum nega ve energy balance and 
will increase fer lity.  Individual farm concep on rate 
should be considered in determined the VWP.  Usually, 
farms with higher concep on rates will be able to have 
shorter VWP.  
 
 

Got e‐mail? 
 
Would you rather receive your 
copy of the IMPA newsle er by 
e-mail?  If you would like to 
save paper, just e-mail the IMPA 
newsle er editor at 
nmoore@il .org to receive 
your next copy via e-mail.  It will 
come more quickly and save the 
organiza on the prin ng and postage costs. 
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IMPA reviewed presenta ons on Congresswoman Cheri 
Bustos’ visit to ScheiDairy, the Environmental Steward-
ship Award winners Dennis and Jane Steffes, and high-
lights of the IMPA Dairy Technology Tour. 
 
The board also received informa on on the CAFO regula-

ons, Waters of the US, the agenda for the 2015 IMPA 
Dairy Summit, and the Dairy Margin Protec on Program. 
 
The IMPA’s comments regarding the raw milk issue will 
focus on support for the sale of raw milk by dairy farm-
ers, provided they are not able to sell at retail markets, 
customers must pick up the milk at the farm, and there is 
some level of inspec on and periodic tes ng of patho- 

gens.   
 
Staff will research the costs of tes ng and provide a copy 
of IMPA’s comments to the board before it is submi ed. 
 
IMPA will be at World Dairy EXPO at booth AL160. 
 
Following the mee ng, the IMPA board and several guests 
toured the dairy farm.  Dr. Phil Cardoso and Henry Hoene, 
Jr. led the tour. 
 
IMPA’s next mee ng (as well as its Annual Mee ng) will be 
November 24. 
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IMPA Board Members, Advisory Members, and guests listen to UIUC’s new Dean of the Department of Animal Sciences, Dr. 
Steven Loerch. 


