
 
 

2014—2015 
Board of Directors: 

 
Doug Scheider, President 
(IAA SWAT Representative) 

1730 W. Buckeye 
Freeport, IL 61032 

(815) 563-4190 
 

Kappy Koch, Vice President 
(Prairie Farms) 

21600 Towline Rd. 
Tremont, IL 61568 

(309) 267-3733 
 

Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms) 

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
(618) 395-1378 

 
Bill Deutsch, Secretary 

(Midwest) 
28934 Lukens Road 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

(815) 895-9430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Berlage (Swiss Valley) 
5598 S. Pleasant Hill 

Elizabeth, IL 61028-9489 
(815) 858-2396 

 
Scott Bohnert 

(Stockton Cheese, Primary) 
112 179th St. N. 

East Moline, IL 61244 
(309) 781-4416 

 
Dennis Steffes 

(Stockton Cheese, Alternate) 
5127 E. Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 61028 

 
(815) 897-3161 

 
Dale Drendel (Foremost 

Farms) 
15 N. 057 Walker Rd 
Hampshire, IL 60140 

(815) 766-0326 
 

David Jarden (DFA) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill Rd 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
Scott Halpin (IAA Board ) 

8675 S. Halpin Rd. 
Gardner, IL 60424 

(815) 237-2872 
 

Don Mackinson (Prairie Farms) 
17427 E. 2125 N. Rd 

Pontiac, IL 61764 
(815) 842-2692 

 

 

Illinois Dairy Farmers Needed to Participate in Transatlantic 
Dialogue 
 

Illinois Farm Bureau, the Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation, and the German-
American Chamber of Commerce will 
host a roundtable for Illinois and Iowa 
dairy farmers on November 19, 2015, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Jo 
Daviess County Farm Bureau in Eliza-
beth. 
 
The Roundtable is the kick-off event 
for a Transatlantic Dialogue between 
U.S. and German Dairy Farmers. The 
Dialogue will continue with a tour to 
Germany March 13-18, 2016, for in-
terested dairy farmers. Three to five 
Illinois dairy farmers are needed to 
join the tour.   
  
The cost of the all-inclusive tour is approximately $2,000 ($600 tour fee 
plus round trip economy class flight). Hotels, meals, ground transporta-
tion and tour guides are included. Generous support by the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy through its European 
Recovery Program makes this high-quality tour very affordable and sup-
ports the Roundtable. 
  
To register for the November 19 Roundtable visit: http://
form.jotformpro.com/form/52746379827976. Interested dairy farmers 
should contact Jim Fraley at Fraley@ilfb.org with additional questions. 
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Gerald Thompson, a McLean County corn 
and soybean farmer, explains yield esti-
mate calculations to members of the Ger-
man-American Chamber of Commerce.  
The GACC is organizing a roundtable on 
international dairy issues, as well as a trip 
to Germany to be held in 2016.  Photo by 
Mike Orso, IFB. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IMPA Executive Summary of Quarterly 
Board Meeting 

 
A meeting of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Association was 
held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015, at the IAA Building, 
Bloomington, Illinois.  Several advisory members and guests 
were present and monitored the meeting.  Nine directors 
were present with one absent.   
 
Several Advisory members provided updates in their areas:  
IDPH:  Steve Divincenzo reported that the Raw Milk rules 
were “prohibited” by the Joint Committee on Administrative 
Rules (JCAR).  It disallowed the rules to move forward siting 
concerns over public health and an economic burden to 
dairy farmers.  Steve also mentioned concerns with the 
state’s budget.  Despite this, IDPH has been able to hire four 
new persons.  IDOA:  Bobby Dowson discussed the budget 
concerns from IDOA’s perspective.  They recently lost sever-
al persons who work with county fairs due to budget cuts 
and layoffs.  Bobby is conducting a dairy tour that will host 
persons from other countries.  IEPA:  Richard Breckenridge is 
focusing on efforts to promote a Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy in Illinois.  MDA:  Marla Behrends provided an up-
date on the State Fair and other activities MDA is involved 
in.  The Fair, being later this year, conflicted with schools and 
attendance was noticeably lower.   
 
Doug Scheider reported on his participation in the Germany 
trip on nutrient management.  It was very informative, and 
many very positive outcomes were brought back from this 
exchange.   
 
The board approved a balanced budget for the next year.  
IMPA would have had a balanced budget for this year; how-
ever, the legal fees associated with the PCB regulations 
caused the organization to dip into its reserves. 
 
IMPA supported the Illinois dairy farmer who is challenging 
the Illinois Department of Revenue’s ruling that his silage 
bags do not meet sales tax exemption requirements for agri-
cultural production.  IMPA’s Manager provided testimony 
and a letter of support was written. 
 
IMPA reviewed a PowerPoint presentation on the recent 
Dairy Technology Showcase.  It was very well attended, de-
spite the very hot weather. 
 
IMPA reviewed the agenda for the 2016 Dairy Summit.  The 
theme will be “Data Driven Decisions.” 
 
IMPA will collaborate on a grant proposal that IPPA is devel-
oping.  It will monitor livestock producers’ nitrogen runoff 
from waterways or streams and report the data as an aggre-
gate. 
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President’s Corner 
Doug Scheider 
IMPA President 
 
This will be the last time that I write 
for the IMPA newsletter as I will be 
going off the Board at our annual 
meeting in November.  This timing 
respects a decision I made to myself 
some years ago to leave by this time.  
The interim has gone quickly.  My time 

on the Board has been educational, fun, and meaningful. 
 
We all owe a debt of gratitude to Myron Erdman and the 
Board during his tenure as President for having the vision to 
change IMPA to what it is today, the voice of dairy producers 
in Illinois.  I have had the opportunity and privilege to repre-
sent fellow producers at many events including meetings 
with legislators in Illinois and Washington plus testifying at 
one public hearing.  It became very apparent to me that we 
are granted a more sincere ear to hear our positions on is-
sues when we truly can say that we are representing the in-
dustry, not just an individual producer or one cooperative.  
The other species’ producers are organized similarly and 
many of our concerns are similarly shared.  We would lose 
credibility if they are present as statewide producer groups 
and we are not.   
 
The future of dairying in Illinois should be bright, but it will 
not exist without  challenges in the legislative arena and un-
warranted attacks from those wanting to regress or eliminate 
animal agriculture.  The only way that we can secure that 
bright future is to remain committed to a unified voice to 
meet that which comes to confront us.   
 
Yours for the future of dairying Illinois,  Doug 
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Linnea Kooistra, a dairy farmer from McHenry County suggest-
ed IMPA should consider becoming involved in Farm Illinois.  
The focus of this effort is to make Illinois a global leader in agri-
cultural production and processing.  IMPA will continue to be 
involved in this effort and gain further information. 
 
The next meeting is Monday, November 23. 
 

 
Cardoso’s Cow  
Column 
Phil Cardoso 
University of Illinois 
 
Are your cows drinking 
enough  
water? 
 
By: Maegan Weatherly and Dr. Phil Cardoso 
 
It is well known that water is the most important essential nu-
trient for living organisms. For the lactating dairy cow, water is 
not only important for maintenance of life, but it is also essen-
tial for growth, reproduction, and lactation. Water constitutes 
about 87% of milk, and the average lactating dairy cow in Illi-
nois may produce up to 8 gallons of milk per day. Also, a high-
producing, lactating cow will spend up to 12 to 16 minutes per 
day drinking and might drink up to 40 gallons of water per day.  
Therefore, getting the right quality and quantity of water into 
the cow is critically important.  
 

Water Management 
Often times, water management is overlooked on dairy farms.  
When considering how to properly manage water for dairy 
cows, it is important to keep facility designs and space recom-
mendations, cleaning strategies, types of waterers, and water 
quality and testing in mind. Currently, the recommendation for 
amount of water space per cow is 2 to 3 feet of tank perimeter 
per 15 to 20 cows. Not providing enough watering space for all 
of the cows in the herd could ultimately lead to decreases in 
milk production since not all cows will have their water needs 
met. The water should be no shallower than 6 to 8 inches of 
fresh water in a trough that is approximately 24 to 32 inches 
tall. Cows should be able to stick their muzzle into the trough 
and drink without consuming any air.  
 

Water troughs should be easily accessible to cows as they re-
turn from the parlor. Cows will drink 50 to 60% of their daily 
water requirements immediately after milking, so 1 to 2 feet of 
trough space in the return alleys should be available per cow 
released from the parlor at a time. Also, it is important to pro-
vide water to cows in conjunction with feeding.  
 

 
 
Waterers should be present within 50 feet of the feed bunk 
and out of direct sunlight.  
 

Water troughs should be emptied and cleaned regularly in 
order to provide high quality water to cows. The recom-
mendation is to clean troughs with a solution containing 1 
cup of household bleach per 5 gallons of water once per 
week. The solution should be thoroughly scrubbed onto the 
inside of the waterer and then the solution should be re-
moved and replaced with clean water. This regular practice 
will ensure that cows are getting enough high quality water 
to sustain the demands of lactation. Generally, if given a 
choice, cows will choose to drink water that is of a moder-
ate temperature rather than water that is too hot (> 82oF) 
or too cold (< 63oF).  
 

Quality Issues 
If the water available for cows is of low quality, such that it 
is unpalatable in any way, the cow may recognize this and 
ultimately refuse to drink or drastically reduce her water 
intake. If the water has a high level of dissolved inorganic 
material, this is referred to as total dissolved solids, or TDS. 
Having a high TDS value is unwanted as it can be an indica-
tor of poor water quality. Some of the inorganic material 
that may be present in water samples with a high TDS value 
are calcium, magnesium, sodium, arsenic, bicarbonate, 
chloride, fluorine, nitrate, sulfate, and cadmium. Also, high 
levels of iron and sulfur in drinking water can impact intake, 
health, and performance. Too much sulfur can be detected 
based on a rotten egg smell which may contribute to de-
creased intake.  
 

Another common issue with water quality is the presence 
of microorganisms, such as algae. If waterers are left under 
certain conditions, such as warm, sunny weather, ample 
nutrients, slow moving water, and correct wind, an algae 
population may grow and thrive and ultimately cause prob-
lems when consumed.  Some of health these issues include 
decreased feed intake, diarrhea, loss of responsiveness, 
weakness, and even death. It is very important to clean wa-
terers regularly and keep them free of algae and other 
harmful microorganisms.  It is important to remember that 
often times, the best solution for providing quality water to 
lactating cows is by regularly cleaning water troughs.  
 

A few other factors that may influence water intake other 
than water quantity and availability, TDS, and microorgan-
isms are mineral ion and protein content in feeds, pH of 
silage, environmental temperature, and dry matter content 
of the diet. For more information regarding dairy cattle 
drinking water management, please view the video in this 
link (http://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/feed-
nutrition/video-dairy-cattle-water-consumption-
management) 
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Lt. Governor Visits Illinois Dairy Farm 
 

Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti visited the Linda 
and Dale Drendel dairy farm in rural Hampshire (Kane Coun-
ty).  This was the first time in recent memory that a state-
level officer has visited an Illinois dairy farm.  One of the Lt. 
Governor’s focus areas has been job creation and rural de-
velopment.  Animal agriculture has been a bright spot in the 
farming sector with dairy, beef, and swine all posting in-
creased production numbers in 2014.  The Drendels were 
hosting Illinois dieticians sponsored by the Midwest Dairy 
Association. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craig Finke, Nashville (Washington County), talks to a group 
of dairy farmers at the Dairy Technology Tour, sponsored by 
Illinois Milk Producers' Association.   
 
 

 
 
Dairy, in rural Albers, to see some of the most highly-
automated dairies in the country.  Finke Dairy has a Triolet 
automated feeding system, which mixes small, fresh batches 
of feed that is given to the cows up to six times a day.  They 
also utilize a Galaxy Astrea robotic milking system to milk 

their 115 cows.  Jerry and Philip Arensten hosted the group 
to show them their Lely Astronaut milking system and auto-
mated calf feeders.  They are milking 120 cows and maintain-
ing a very impressive 25,000 pound rolling herd average.  
The annual tour showcases dairy farms that have brought 
new technology to their farm, and gives dairy farmers an 
opportunity to see this equipment on a working farm. 

 
 
 


