
The Early Years of Illinois Wheat Association 
By Bob Frank 
 
Editor’s Note:  In acknowledgement of the Illinois Wheat Association’s 20th anniversary this year, Bob 
Frank, who was one of the founding members of IWA, was asked to provide a summary of how the 
association got started.  The summer and fall newsletters are a continuation of the first article which 
appeared in the Spring 2015 edition. 

 
The first years of the wheat association were a period of formation.  How often should 
educational meetings be held and what types of topics would benefit wheat producers?  An 
annual membership meeting was a requirement of the constitution, so how should that be 
done?  How to build membership?  What other activities should the association provide to help 
promote the wheat industry? 
 
The first Wheat Forums were the starting point for the association.  They provided important 
information on the production and marketing of wheat that producers needed and at the same 
time helped recruit membership.  The first official membership meeting was held February 27, 
1995 at the Holiday Inn, Mt. Vernon, Illinois.  The program consisted of both educational talks 
and an organizational session to elect the first set of board members.  One hundred thirty three 
attended the meeting. 
 
Since the first meeting was so successful, it was decided by the Board that another meeting 
should be held towards the Metro East area where wheat producers were more concentrated.  
They also needed the educational opportunity, and it would help build membership.  That 
meeting was held August 29, 1995 at Fairview Heights, with an attendance of 146.  The title 
“Illinois Wheat Forum” was adopted at that time, and a program covering a number of topics 
became the norm for subsequent meetings.  By the fall of 1996, the Fairview Heights location 
was not available so the August Forum was held in St. Libory.  In 1997 the Forum moved to 
Highland.  Since then the meetings have continued at Mt. Vernon in March and at Highland in 
August.  An annual meeting is held at the conclusion of the March meeting.  
 
In 1995, the Board decided that if members could not attend a Forum, they still needed the 
information.  And there possibly were other producers and commercial representatives who 
might also like the information.  A newsletter could provide that.  The first newsletter was 
published in September 1995.  In the newsletter was a report that total membership was 81 in 
spite of the large attendance at the first two meetings.  Later the newsletter began to be 
published quarterly. 
 
In addition to the early Forum meetings, Illinois Intensive Wheat Management Workshops 
featuring Chris Bowley, Wheat Tech, Inc. (Kentucky) were held March 13, 1996 at Fairview 
Heights and March 11, 1997 at Greenville.  The Greenville workshop ended with a trip out to a 
varieties trial at the Zeeb farm.  The first idea of a wheat association was that it would be for 
producers.  But quickly it became clear that it needed to bring together all aspects of the wheat 
industry.  That has certainly been proven.  In fact, the funds provided by exhibitors at the 
Forums has been an important factor in the growth of the organization.  
 
In our next report on the early days of the association, we will remembers some of the leaders 
that have played important roles.  
 
 


