
Wheat Tour Finds Above-Average Yield Potential 
 
Could southern Illinois wheat growers actually harvest some fields this summer that average 
100 bushels per acre or better for a second consecutive year?  It’s possible based on findings of 
the Southern Illinois Wheat Tour hosted last week by the Illinois Wheat Association.  Tour 
participants randomly scouted fields in four different portions of southern Illinois.  The four legs 
of the tour began at Mennel Milling Co. in Mt. Olive, Siemer Milling Co. in Teutopolis, Wabash 
Valley Services Co. in Carmi and Wehmeyer Seed Co in Mascoutah. 
  
The average wheat yield from all locations scouted on the tour totaled 64.7 bushels per acre.  If 
realized, this year’s yield in southern Illinois would be just 2.3 bushels below last year’s state 
record of 67 bushels per acre.  “The wheat looks real good,” Wade Marten, grain department 
manager of Gateway FS in Nashville, told FarmWeek.  “It looks like the bottom of a broom it’s 
so thick.”  Most yield estimates during the tour averaged between 50 and 80 bushels per acre.  
But some field averages could top 90 and even 100 bushels per acre if the weather cooperates, 
according to James Harper, commercial manager at ADM in Mt. Vernon, Ind., who led the tour 
from Carmi.  “We thought the wheat (in southeast Illinois) looked good,” Harper said.  “I’d say 
that potential (for 100-plus bushel yields) is there, depending on what happens with the weather.  
Overall, I’d say it’s a slightly above-average crop.”  
  
Disease pressure and insect activity was low at many locations scouted during the tour.  But 
there were signs of some pests, such as armyworms.  Some fields also exhibited signs of scab 
development, Harper reported.  “We definitely could tell the difference between fields intensively 
managed compared to those that are not,” Harper said.  “We saw potential scab development in 
fields not sprayed with fungicide.  “But we didn’t see a lot of disease, which was promising, and 
limited insect activity,” he continued.  “You could tell most producers put an insecticide down.” 
  
Development of the wheat crop was delayed, though, by the cool, wet spring.  So farmers 
should scout wheat fields in coming weeks for disease and pests.  “The main disease we’re 
looking for is vomitoxin.  It really affects us at the mill,” said Mark Miller, general manager of 
Mennel Milling Co.  “But it’s too early for that.”  Not all fields broke dormancy in good shape, 
though.  Jack Rundquist, Butler, who has grown wheat every year since he started farming in 
1948, described his crop as fair.  “It was dry when I planted (in corn stalks) so I didn’t get a real 
good stand. It came up uneven,” Rundquist said.  “It’s fair (now).  There’s enough to make a 
stand.” 
  
In northern Illinois, wheat stands and yield forecasts were more inconsistent compared to wheat 
country in southern Illinois.  “The stuff planted early doesn’t look too bad,” said Pete Tekampe, a 
wheat grower and FarmWeek CropWatcher from Lake County.  “But a lot of the late-planted 
stuff could be torn up (in northeast Illinois).  “I had 90 acres of wheat but I think I’m going to tear 
up all but 25 acres,” he noted.   
 
The condition of the wheat crop statewide last week was rated 65 percent good to excellent, 27 
percent fair and 8 percent poor or very poor.  
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