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Double Cropping – Overcoming Challenges to a More Profitable System  

Wednesday, February 8, 2017  

Holiday Inn Conference Center 

222 Potomac Blvd 

Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 

 

Agenda 

8:00 am Registration and Coffee/Rolls 

9:00 am Welcome and Introductions – Dave Droste, ISA director; Dan Davidson, Co-Emcee 

9:10 am Marketing Strategies for 2017 in a Down Market – Dale Durchholz, Senior Market Analyst, 

AgriVisor 

10:00 am Break 

10:15 am Management of stripe rust and scab of wheat, Carl Bradley, University of Kentucky 

10:45 am Managing diseases in double crop soybean, Carl Bradley, University of Kentucky 

11:15 am Profitability with Soybeans and Wheat in Illinois, Gary Schnitkey, University of Illinois 

12:00 pm Lunch 

12:55 pm Afternoon introductions, Jim Fraley, Co-Emcee 

1:05 pm Managing a High Yield and High Return Double Crop Rotation. Farmer Panel Discussion 

moderated by Jim Fraley - High Yield Wheat, Mark Krausz, Wheat Farmer, New Baden, Clinton County; 

Early Wheat System, Kevin Luthy, Randolph County; High Yield Double Crop Soybeans, Russell 

Schwarm, Fayette County 

2:00 pm Management Considerations to Maximize Double Crop Soybeans, John Pike, Pike Ag, LLC 

2:45 pm Recent Double Crop Research for Formulating BMPs, Dan Davidson, ISA Research, Technical 

Coordinator 

3:20 pm Wrap-up and Close – John Ernst, IWA President; Jim Fraley, Co-Emcee 

3:30 pm Adjourn to IWA meeting 

 

Emcees 

Dan Davidson, Research, Technical Coordinator, 

Illinois Soybean 

Jim Fraley, Executive Director, Illinois Wheat 

Association 

  
 

Speakers and Presentations 
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Speaker: Dale Durchholz, Senior Market Analyst, 

AgriVisor   

 

 

Title: Marketing Strategies for 2017 in a Down Market. 

 

Bio: Dale began his career with AgriVisor in 1986 and has done research/analysis of all the agricultural 

markets during his career. His primary responsibility is the analysis of grain markets, along with 

development of related marketing strategies. Livestock market analysis is a secondary activity. Other 

responsibilities include the analysis of other markets and economic developments that effect agriculture 

and AgriVisor clientele. His analytical style includes both fundamental and technical perspectives. 

He has 40 years’ experience as an analyst in the commodity industry. Prior to joining AgriVisor nearly 30 

years ago, Dale headed the research departments of two Chicago brokerage houses. Earlier, he had 

been a grain analyst for another producer market consulting firm. Dale was raised on a Logan County 

Illinois farm.  He holds a bachelor's and a master's degree from the University of Illinois. 

 

Description: Marketing grain for a profit will be a challenge in 2017. Looking ahead thru 2017, maybe 

the most important dynamic to understand is the changing attitude regarding inflation/deflation, and 

what it implies for the general evolution of commodity prices over the ensuring months.  What impact 

might the new Administration have on economic/inflation expectations? How are Chinese grain supplies 

distorting the “real” available supply of grain, and how might the evolution of their policy affect prices?  

The world has enjoyed 3 to 4 years of very good grain production, including the U.S. and we have good 

stocks. Going forward we will review how moderate production issue impact prices, and for how long? 
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Speaker: Carl Bradley, Plant Pathologist and Extension Specialist, 

University of Kentucky Research & Education Center, Princeton, 

Kentucky 

 

Title: Management of stripe rust and scab of wheat 

 

Bio: Dr. Bradley grew up on a family farm in Gallatin County, Illinois, in the southeastern portion of the 

state.  After receiving a B.S. at Southern Illinois University, he attended the University of Illinois, where 

he received a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology. After a brief post-doctoral experience with the University of 

Idaho, Dr. Bradley became a faculty member at North Dakota State University and then the University of 

Illinois.  In 2015, Dr. Bradley moved to the University of Kentucky, where he is currently a Professor and 

Extension Specialist in the Department of Plant Pathology.  He is based out of the UK Research & 

Education Center in Princeton, in the western part of the state, where he conducts research on the 

management of corn, soybean, and wheat diseases.    

 

Description: Stripe rust was a major disease of wheat in the Midwestern soft red winter wheat region 

during the 2016 growing season, and the risk of scab (Fusarium head blight) is ever-present in this 

region.  This presentation will focus on biology and management of these two important diseases.  
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Speaker: Carl Bradley, Plant Pathologist and Extension Specialist, 

University of Kentucky Research & Education Center, Princeton, 

Kentucky 

 

Title: Managing diseases in double crop soybeans 

 

Bio: Dr. Bradley grew up on a family farm in Gallatin County, Illinois, in the southeastern portion of the 

state.  After receiving a B.S. at Southern Illinois University, he attended the University of Illinois, where 

he received a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology. After a brief post-doctoral experience with the University of 

Idaho, Dr. Bradley became a faculty member at North Dakota State University and then the University of 

Illinois.  In 2015, Dr. Bradley moved to the University of Kentucky, where he is currently a Professor and 

Extension Specialist in the Department of Plant Pathology.  He is based out of the UK Research & 

Education Center in Princeton, in the western part of the state, where he conducts research on the 

management of corn, soybean, and wheat diseases.   

 

Description: Diseases of full-season soybean can be challenging at times, but do diseases affect double 

crop soybean?  This presentation will focus on the risk and management of diseases that can potentially 

impact double crop soybean.  Results of university research trials that have focused on use of seed 

treatment and foliar-applied fungicides will be discussed. 
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Speaker: Dr. Gary Schnitkey, Agricultural Economist, 

University of Illinois 

 

Title: Profitability with Soybeans and Wheat in Illinois 

 

Bio: Dr. Gary Schnitkey is a professor and farm management specialist in the Department of Agricultural 

and Consumer Economics, University of Illinois.  His activities focus on farm management and risk 

management.  His activities focus on crop economics, crop insurance, agricultural policy, and farmland 

leasing. Dr. Schnitkey grew up on a grain and hog farm in northwest Ohio.  He received a Bachelor of 

Science degree from The Ohio State University and a Masters and Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  

From 1987 through 1998, he was on faculty at The Ohio State University where he held a dairy farm 

management position.  Since 1998, he has been employed at the University of Illinois. 

 

Description: This session will examine farm-level experience dealing with the profitability of raising 

double-crop wheat and soybeans. Much of the emphasis will be placed on evaluating double-crop in 

southern Illinois cropping rotations. Results indicate that double-crop systems soybeans are profitable 

when the underlying wheat enterprise is profitable. The presentation will also provide an outlook for the 

profitability of soybeans and wheat in Illinois in 2017, with an emphasis on double-crop soybeans 

rotation. Strategies for obtaining profits in double-crop systems will be examined. 
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Farmer Panel Discussion: Managing a High Yield and High Return Double Crop Rotation 

 

Mark Krausz, New Baden, 

Clinton County: High Yield 

Wheat 

Kevin Luthy, Randolph County: 

Early Wheat Systems 

Russell Schwarm, Fayette 

County: High Yield Double Crop 

Soybeans 

   
 

Bios: Mark Krausz’s entry placed him in 1st Place in this year’s IWA yield contest. His 131.50 bushels per 

acre entry was achieved with AgriMaxx’s 454 variety. Mark will share his experiences regarding what has 

worked on his farm – and what hasn’t and how he achieved this yields. 

 

Kevin Luthy farms with his family by Marissa, Ill.  Kevin has been farming with his dad since he could 

walk but has financially been involved for 12 years and is known for trying new ideas. He has been 

intensively managing wheat since 2007 and has had multiple years of farm average yields over 100 

bpa. He is very aggressive with getting wheat harvested early to save on quality and getting soybeans 

planted as early as possible. He can achieve this by usually starting wheat harvest when moist hits the 

mid-20s on moisture.  

 

Russell Schwarm farms in Fayette County. He produces corn, soybeans and wheat and likes growing 

wheat in his rotation and the double crop rotation. He considers his double crop rotation successful 

because he harvests with a stripper head, begins to harvest when moisture drops to 25% to keep test 

weight and falling number high and then plants soybeans early when soil moisture is high to get the 

beans out of the ground earlier before it turns drier. For Russell, farming is a family affair. He and his 

brother, Mike, and son-in-law, Scott, farm together. As the fourth generation to be raising crops on his 

family’s land, he looks forward to sharing the farm with his six grandchildren. 

 

Description: The three farmers on the panel will discuss their experiences growing high yield wheat and 

soybeans in their double crop rotation. Each has a unique approach to be successful and will share their 

experiences and knowledge with the conference participants. Each will speak 10 minutes and then 

questions from the participants. Jim Fraley, Executive Director of the Illinois Wheat Association will 

moderate the panel. 
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Speaker: John Pike, Pike Ag, LLC 

 

Title: Management Considerations to Maximize Double Crop 

Soybeans 

 

Bio: John Pike lives in Marion, IL and operates Pike Ag, LLC, providing agronomic consulting and contract 

research services for the ag industry.  He is also and the Southern IL Coordinator for NREC nitrogen 

management research conducted by the IL Fertilizer and Chemical Association and a Cover Crop 

Specialist for the Zea Maize Foundation.  He was formerly Crop Sciences Superintendent and Research 

Agronomist for the University of IL at the Dixon Springs Ag Center until crop sciences research was 

terminated at 4 locations across the state in April of 2016.  Pike has continued to collaborate with staff 

at U of I, So. IL University and University of Kentucky to maintain research capacity in So. Illinois 

involving wheat disease management and nitrogen management in corn along with other industry 

research and product testing related to corn, soybean and wheat production.  He was a U of I Extension 

Educator from 2001 to 2012 concentrating on aspects of value-added agriculture and specialty crop 

marketing and has also worked as a program specialist at SIU related to a project of the Council on Food 

and Agriculture Research (C-FAR), served as agronomy instructor at Lake Land College in Mattoon and 

worked as Certified Crop Specialist/CCA for FS/Growmark member companies in Piatt and Christian Co.  

He earned a Master’s Degree in Agribusiness Economics from SIU and maintains an active role in a 

family farm operation. 

 

Description: Double cropping is a popular rotation in Southern Illinois but yields are often limiting. Due 

to risk of low soybean yields producers are often to reluctant to deploy the best soybean management 

practices. Given the good double crop yields growers harvested in 2016, we will review the conditions 

that contributed to such high yield, examine the practices that contributed and considers what best 

management practices to incorporate in plans for 2017 and beyond. Practices include options to push 

wheat harvest earlier, seed and maturity selection for wheat and soybeans, seeding rates, fertility, 

weed/disease/insect control, He will conclude covering ‘Planning ahead from the Crop Behind.’ 
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Speaker: Dr. Dan Davidson, Research and Technical Coordinator, 

Illinois Soybean Association 

 

Title: Recent Double Crop Research for Formulating Best 

Management Practices 

 

Bio: Dr. Dan Davidson is an experienced agronomist who has worked in industry in research, 

communications and education, and technology transfer. He was staff agronomist for DTN as well as 

Director of Research for the Illinois Soybean Association (ISA). He currently works as an agronomist and 

technical coordinator for ISA. Davidson holds a doctorate in agronomy from Washington State 

University, masters in agronomy from the University of Missouri and bachelors in agronomy from the 

University of Nebraska. He was raised on a farm in Northeast Nebraska and is a partner in a small corn, 

soybean and hay operation near Stanton County, Nebraska. As an agronomist, Davidson is 

knowledgeable about all aspects of corn and soybean production. His passions include understanding 

and improving soil and crop health, learning about technologies that improve production and 

profitability and creating educational programs and communication materials that drive technology 

adoption. 

 

Description: For the last several years the Illinois Soybean Association (ISA), with some additional 

funding from the United Soybean Board has funded field research on developing current best 

management practices for double crop soybeans planted after what is harvested. In addition, ISA has 

surveyed double crop growers in Illinois about the practices they prefer to follow when double cropping 

soybeans. In addition, ISA sponsored a survey that collected data and reports that provide more 

contemporary data and recommendations on the best management practices for producing double crop 

soybeans. This presentation will review field research and survey results and propose practices that can 

improve the yield and profitability of double cropped soybeans. 

 


