
Winter Wheat Forum - February 16, 2016 

Krieger's/Holiday Inn Convention Center, Mt. Vernon, IL 

 
8:00-9:00 a.m.  Registration & Visit the Exhibits 
 
9:00-9:05 a.m.  Welcome:  Kyle Brase, IWA President 

 
9:05-9:55 a.m. The Economics of Our Agronomic Decisions in Growing Wheat 

Kelly Robertson, Precision Crop Services, Benton, IL 
With wheat prices the lowest since 2010, most expenses associated with wheat 
production have not yet followed prices down.  We must employ good sound agronomic 
decision making to insure we produce a bountiful harvest.  But, we need to do the math 
on the ROI of our agronomic practices to make sure we keep wheat profitable.   

 
9:55-10:30 a.m. Managing Cash Flows and Maintaining Working Capital with Low Commodity 

Prices 
 Dr. Gary Schnitkey, Professor of Farm Management, Department of ACES, U of I 

This session will project 2016 revenues and costs for wheat, corn, and soybeans and 
compare those to historical values.  We are now in a period of very low incomes. Costs 
will need to be reduced including fertilizer, seed, machinery, and chemical costs.  Cash 
rents also will need to be reduced. 

 

10:30-10:45 a.m. Break 
 
10:45-11:35 a.m.  Illinois Legislative and Political Landscape 
   Kevin Semlow, Director of State Legislation, Illinois Farm Bureau 

Come and hear what some of the expected issues facing the Illinois General Assembly 
will be.  The Election of a new Governor and Democrat controlled House and Senate 
has made for some interesting political and legislative battles.  . 
 

11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Visit Exhibits and Lunch 
 
1:00-1:45 p.m. Weather and Marketing 2016 and Beyond 
   Jody Lawrence, President, Strategic Trading Advisors, Franklin, TN 

Jody will provide projections about how the end of the Super El Nino cycle will affect 
world growing conditions in 2016 and beyond and how the Chinese economy, the 
strongest US Dollar in over a decade, and general commodity deflation, are key factors 
to consider for your marketing plan.  

 
1:45-2:15 p.m. Hitting the Mark:  Fungicide Application Timing! 

Dr. Carl Bradley, University of Kentucky Research and Education Center, Princeton, KY 
Wheat diseases that affect the leaves and the heads can be managed with fungicides, 
but applying the fungicide at the right time is critical.  This presentation will focus on 
results of wheat research trials conducted to evaluate the disease control and yield 
effects of applying fungicides at different wheat growth stages. 
 

2:15-2:45 p.m. What Millers Want 
David Jansen, Teutopolis plant manager of Siemer Milling Company 
When a mill takes in wheat, they will examine and quantify certain characteristics that 
will impact how well the wheat mills and what kind of flour it is expected to produce. This 
presentation will focus on what characteristics are important to the miller and bring a 
better understanding to the grower of what is needed by the mill in order to make a 
viable end product. 
 

2:45-3:15 p.m.  IWA Annual Meeting and Door Prizes (must be present to win) 
   Kyle Brase, IWA President 


