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Dale Drendel, President 
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Tony Graves, Treasurer 
(Prairie Farms) 

5101 E. Mount Gilead LN 
Dundas, IL 62425  
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(Midwest Dairymen’s Co.) 
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5598 S. Pleasant Hill 
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Scott Bohnert 

(Stockton Cheese, Primary) 
112 179th St. N. 

East Moline, IL 61244 
(309) 781-4416 

 
Dennis Steffes 

(Stockton Cheese, Alternate) 
5127 E. Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 61028 

 
(815) 897-3161 

 
 

David Jarden (DFA) 
16896 Staunton Bunker Hill Rd 

Staunton, IL 62088 
(618) 635-6203 

 
 

Don Mackinson (Prairie Farms) 
17427 E. 2125 N. Rd 

Pontiac, IL 61764 
(815) 842-2692 

 
Brent Pollard 

(IAA SWAT Representative) 
3088 Centerville Rd 
Rockford, IL 61102 

(815) 621-8087 
 

David Serven (IAA Board) 
166 Knox Road 150 E 

St. Augustine, IL 61474 
(309) 337-3417 

 

Lawfers Honored by Prairie Farmer Publications 
 

  

Ron and Julie Lawfer of rural Kent, have 
been named one of Prairie Farmer maga-
zine’s Master Farmers for 2016.  Ron and 
Julie operate a 140-cow dairy, in a newly-
constructed robotic milking system.  The 
cows (and the milkers) are housed in a 
unique five-row canvas roofed freestall 
barn.  The new system has boosted milk 
production from 70 pounds of milk per day 
to 85 pounds on 3X.  They also note that 
their cows are much calmer, using the robots as a milking system.  Ron, Julie, and 
their son, John, note they can spend more time paying attention to the details of 
the farm.  This has improved cow health and 
production.  The Lawfers host hundreds of vis-
itors to their farm every year, and are active in 
local activities and organizations, as well as 
Ron serving as the Jo Daviess County Farm Bu-
reau president.  Kappy Koch, IMPA vice presi-
dent, was present at the Master Farmer ban-
quet to help congratulate this deserving dairy 
farm family! 
 

 
Dairy Technology Tour Date 
Announced  
 
Dave Fischer has announced the dates of the fifth IMPA Dairy Technology Tour.  
The tour will visit the Lynn Schaffer Dairy and Kilgus Farmstead Creamery, both of 
Fairbury in Livingston County.  The date of the tour is Thursday, July 28.  More de-
tails will be coming in the June edition of the IMPA Newsletter! 
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Dairy Summit Videos 
The 2016 Dairy Summit was held 
January 19, 21, & 22.  The sum-
mit covered several topics in-
cluding fungicide application, 
heifer development and calf rais-
ing strategies, dairy checkoff up-
dates, and milk quality and anti-
biotic residue avoidance.  Videos 
of the presentations are availa-
ble at www.illinoismilk.org.   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Becky Webb, IAA Treasurers, presented the finan-

cial reports to the IMPA board as of February 29, 
2016. 

 
 Dale Drendel will be participating in IFB’s Value 

Chain Tour.  This is a meeting of agricultural leaders 
with key agricultural industries in the Midwest.  The 
farmer-leaders will be meeting with Fair Oaks 
Farms, Kroger, Elanco, Beck’s Hybrids, Dow, and 
Rose Acre Farms.  Dale noted that Ron and Julie 
Lawfer (Kent, Jo Daviess County) will be recognized 
at this year’s Prairie Farmer Master Farmer event.  
Dale shared a recent Hoard’s Dairyman article that 
discussed raw milk and the dangers associated with 
drinking unpasteurized milk. 

 
 Five Illinois dairy farmers are heading to Germany 

as part of a transatlantic dialogue on dairy produc-
tion and trade.  Those representing Illinois are John 
Mitchell, John Lawfer, Brent Pollard, Scott Halpin, 
and Scott Bohnert. 

 
 Nicole Moore, IMPA Administrative Assistant re-

viewed the preliminary financial statement from 
the 2016 IMPA-UIUC Dairy Summit.  This year’s 
presentations were digitally recorded and are post-
ed to the IMPA website.  Each of the three producer 
presentations have been posted as well.  Comments 
from sponsors and attendees were highly favorable.  
The past few years IMPA has used the week of MLK 
for the Dairy Summits.  In order to reduce conflicts 
with dairy co-op producer meetings, the Summits 
will be pushed back to late February.  This should 
also help with the potential for weather-related 
problems. 

 
 Jim Fraley reported on his recent trip to California.  

Approximately ten other states or regions were 
there attempting to attract California dairy farmers 
to their respective areas.  California’s milk pay price 
is running about $2.00 a cwt lower than Illinois’ 
mailbox price.   

 
 The board discussed possible farm locations for the 

summer’s Dairy Technology Tour.  Central Illinois 
will be this year’s locale.  Since the locations sug-
gested are in close proximity, an FFA chapter will be 
approached to see if they are interested in serving 
lunch as a money maker. 
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IMPA Executive Summary of Quarterly 
Board Meeting 

 

A meeting of the Illinois Milk Producers’ Association was 
held on Monday, March 7, 2016, at the IAA Building, 
Bloomington, Illinois.  Several advisory members and 
guests were present and monitored the meeting.  Nine 
directors were present with one absent.   
 
 Advisory Member Reports:  IDPH:  Steve DiVincenzo 

discussed staffing status at IDPH.  Molly Lamb re-
viewed the latest status of the implementation of 
the raw milk rules.  The rules are written for the reg-
ulated entity.  Inspection procedures are not written 
in the rules as of yet.  It is the intention of IDPH to 
conduct an on-farm inspection at least annually, and 
it will mirror the PMO as closely as possible.  Con-
cerns were expressed that the raw milk seller will 
have a more lax standard than a conventional pro-
ducer.  IDPH says in actuality these producers will be 
held to a higher testing standard in some areas.  Cer-
tified samples must be submitted at least four times 
during a six-month period.  IDOA:  Bobby Dowson 
was not present, as he was cleaning up from the 
Food EXPO held over the weekend.  SLDDC:  Monica 
Nyman updated IMPA on recent nutrition education 
efforts.  She will be recruiting several teachers and 
schools for future educational efforts.  UIUC:  Dr. Phil 
Cardoso discussed his research and the work of the 
Dairy Focus Team.  There are financial pressures due 
to the state’s lack of funding. 
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 Livestock growth has occurred in all sectors.  Milk pro-
duction is up over five percent since 2008. 

 
 The State of Illinois is working on bringing its state 

codes into compliance with the new FAST Act.  IMPA 
has reviewed language that would provide an exemp-
tion for raw, bulk milk and allow the various authori-
ties to issue overweight axle and GVW permits for 
milk.  These have already been distributed to the co-
ops for their input. 

 
 IMPA had a very lengthy and serious discussion re-

garding the status of the UIUC dairy farm and its re-
search program.  Finances are extremely tight due to 
the state’s inability to fund higher education.  The 
farm is in danger of closing unless a supplemental 
funding stream is identified or we can convince uni-
versity administration and the board of trustees to 
place a higher priority on their responsibility as a land 
grant institution.  IMPA will draft a letter to UIUC 
Trustee President Ed McMillan (who grew up on a 
farm and is the retired CEO of Purina Mills) and em-
phasize the need to maintain a strong animal ag pres-
ence on the South Farms, especially the dairy farm.  
IMPA discussed a special producer assessment, which 
will be considered in greater depth at the next 
meeting.  It was noted that having producers fund a 
research stream at the UIUC would be a difficult re-
quest during these tough financial times in the dairy 
industry. 

 

VFD Update 
Phil Cardoso, DVM, PhD UIUC 
Dairy Extension 
 

The Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) 
was released in October 2015 and will 
go into effect in December of this 
year.  It changes the way veterinari-
ans authorize the use of medicated 
feed additives considered medically 
important to humans.   
 
The VFD is based on two main points:  
 

1) Judicious use of medicated feed additives will be 
limited to treatment, prevention or control of dis-
ease.  Therefore, growth promotion and feed effi-
ciency indications will no longer be on the labels of 

 these products. 
 

2) Use of these products will require a valid Veteri-
nary Client Patient Relationship (VCPR), and the 
veterinarian must write a VFD enabling the pro-
ducer to use these products.   
 

An example on how the VFD may impact your farm is 
the utilization of medicated milk replacers.  Producers 
must use these products only for the duration ap-
proved on the label and not for continuous use of 
feeding.  Dairy producers should talk to their veteri-
narian and establish a plan before December 2016.   

 
 

Cardoso’s Cow Corner 
Phil Cardoso, DVM, PhD UIUC Dairy Extension 
 
Dairy producers are constantly looking for ways to 
increase profitability, especially in times of low milk 
prices.  Milk is the main product of the majority of 
U.S. dairy herds and its volume and quality is directly 
associated with the farm’s gross income.  Minimizing 
health problems is one of the key factors to profitabil-
ity.  High milk yield is the outcome of healthy and non
-stressed cows.  Recent studies show the most preva-
lent health problem in dairy herds was mastitis with 
24.1 percent of the total cows affected by the disease.  
This number was 16.5 percent in 2007.  High number 
of cows with mastitis most likely means that more 
antibiotic products are being used to treat those ani-
mals. 
 
Studies conducted by the University of Wisconsin and 
others have shown that herds with high SCC are at 
increased risk for antibiotic residue violations.  Wis-
consin dairy herds with SCC greater than 700,000 
cells/mL had seven times more chances of having an-
tibiotic residue violations when compared with dairy 
herds with less than 251,000 cells/mL.  Researchers 
highlighted that most dairy farms do an excellent job 
of preventing antibiotic residues in milk.  Lesson to be 
learned: Low SCC (meaning lower prevalence of mas-
titis) is a critical control point for antibiotic residues 
violation. 

  
In order for mastitis to occur, the microorganisms 
have to reach the interior of the mammary gland.   
 

How does that happen?  Remember, bacteria don’t  
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jump or run.  First, they need to col-
onize the skin of the teat.  Infection 
usually occurs when the bacteria 
that is colonizing the teat is 
“flushed” or “pushed” into the 
mammary gland through the teat 
sphincter (orifice in the end of the 
teat).  This process usually occurs at 
the beginning or end of the milk 
procedure due to milk reflux caused 
by air entry in the system when lin-
ers are not well adjusted to the teat 
of the cow.  This is why it is so im-
portant to have clean udders at the 
milking parlor; it makes the job of 
the milkers much easier to deliver a 
clean teat.   

  

As a dairy farmer, you should make 
sure that all cows are being milked under the three 
most important conditions: Cows need to be milked 
with clean, stimulated and dry teats.  One management 
tool that would improve results is to check, by passing a 
swab or clean dry paper on the teat end just after pre-
paring the cow and just before attaching the unit to the 
cow.  If your swab has residues of pre-dip or organic  
 

 
material (dirt) you could give to 
that teat (quarter) a score of three 
(3).  If your swab has no residues 
you would give that teat a score of 
zero (0).  You should not have 
more than 20 percent of the teats 
with score 3.  Make sure to evalu-
ate 10 percent of the cows in a pen 
or at least 15 cows to get a repre-
sentative sample.   Show the re-
sults to your milkers and explain 
the difference between clean and 
dry to dirty and wet.  By doing that 
you will be making sure that the 
end of the teat is not contaminat-
ed with bacteria and therefore will 
prevent new infections (mastitis).  

TAKE HOME MESSAGES  

1. It is important to control SCC con-
stantly not only when problems or 
mastitis outbreaks happen.  

2. Milk clean, stimulated, and dry 
teats. 

3. Reduce infections, their duration, 
and the numbers of cull cows due to 
mastitis. 

4. Have goals: 
a. MAX: 12 percent new infec-

tions (SCC) / 30 days 
b. MAX: 2 percent clinical mastitis 

every month 
c. MIN: 50 percent cured infec-

tions (SCC) / 30 days 
d. MAX: 5 percent culled cows 

due to mastitis 

 

 

Got e-mail? 
Would you rather receive your copy of the IMPA 
newsletter by e-mail?  If you would like to save 
paper, just e-mail the IMPA newsletter editor at 
nmoore@ilfb.org to receive your next copy via e-
mail.  It will come more quickly and save the or-
ganization the printing and postage costs. 
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